CANVIOATES'  NIGHT — Candidate.*  &oa  CongAes*  and  the  Boand  oft  SupeAvisoA*  will  appeaA  in  a  TendeAloin  Candidates' 
Night  EoAum  at  the  SeAice  Employee*'  Union  Hall,  240  Golden  Gate  on  ThuAtdaij,  OctdbeA  21  at 
6:00  pm.    HeaA  the  candidates  and  ask  them  questions.    SponsoAed  by  Hotpitality  House  and 
NoAth  o\  MaAfee-t  Planning  Coalition.    Foa  moAe  in&o:  776-2102  OA  474-2164. 
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Double  Bind    No  Shelter  from  the  Storm 

When  Tenants  are 
Hotel  Workers  I  I 


by  Sara  Colm 

It  can  be  devastating  to  lose  your  job  or 
receive  an  eviction  notice  —  but  what  about 
when  both  things  happen  at  once?  More  and 
more  residential  hotel  tenants  who  work  in 
their  hotel  are  facing  this  situation,  according 
to  Pat  Budo  of  the  Tenderloin  Housing 
Clinic. 

"In  many  residential  hotels,  the  clerks  and 
maids  are  also  tenants,"  reports  Budo.  "If 
they  are  fired,  the  landlord  feels  he  has  the 
right  to  throw  them  out  —  even  if  they've 
lived  there  more  than  32  days  and  are  covered 
by  the  protections  of  the  Rent  Ordinance." 
She  adds  that  the  Housing  Clinic  is  seeing 
two  and  three  cases  of  this  a  month. 

The  California  Labor  Code  provides  workers 

w«+Ja  *»»-»^»  -iff}.t(r  Mad  protections,  Jiiirp  8S  a 
minimum  wnt^t-  of  $3.36  on  hour,  time  and 

one-half  (1  Vi)  regular  pay  for  overtime 
(hours  worked  over  8  hours  per  day  or  over 
40  hours  per  week).  Also,  hotel  workers  can 
not  be  charged  more  than  $16  per  week  in 
rent. 


State  law  requires  landlords  to  go  to  court  to 
evict  any  tenant  who  has  been  a  resident 
more  than  32  days.  But  in  the  Tenderloin, 
many  landlords  and  employers  ignore  these 
laws  and  rely  on  tenants  and  workers  not 
knowing  their  basic  rights. 

At  the  Elm  Hotel  on  Eddy  Street  both  night 
clerks  work  in  exchange  for  their  rent  and 
receive  no  additional  pay,  according  to  the 
owner's  wife  Mary  Patel.  The  wife  of  one  of 
the  clerks  work  part-time  (4  hrs/week)  as  a 
maid,  in  exchange  for  which  the  couple 
receives  $25  a  month  and  their  shared  room 
"rent  free."  According  to  the  Labor  Code,  a 
full-time  desk  clerk  should  be  making  $135  a 
week  or  $472  a  month  at  minimum  wage, 
with  no  more  than  $16  a  week  taken  out  for 
rent. 

How  do  landlords  get  away  with  this?  In 
some  situations,  landlords  develop  informal 
arrangements  with  tenants  —  loaning  them 
money  or  not  reporting  illegal  aliens  or  G.  A. 
recipients  who  are  working  "under  the 
table."  Queried  by  the  Times  about  why  he 
didn't  pay  workers  the  minimum  wage,  the 
Elm's  Jack  Patel  said  that  while  he  was 
familiar  with  the  California  Labor  Code,  he 
'  'worked  things  out' '  with  tenant  employees . 

In  many  situations,  tenants  are  simply  not 
aware  of  their  basic  rights  as  workers  or  are 
afraid  to  assert  them.  As  one  tenant  put  it, 
"When  you're  working  for  the  landlord 
you're  especially  afraid  to  complain  about 
conditions  —  you  might  not  only  lose  your 
continued  on  page  5 


Numbers  of 
Homeless  Growing 

by  Rob  Waters 

In  doorways  and  alleys,  on  benches  and 
fountains,  in  abandoned  buildings  and  se- 
cluded parks  and  if  one  has  luck  and 
patience,  in  overcrowded  shelters,  thousand 
of  homeless  San  Franciscans  improvise  a 
home  each  night.  While  street  people  are 
certainly  not  a  new  phenomena  for  San 
Francisco  or  other  major  cities,  their  numbers 
are  growing  —  dramatically.  Most  agency 
workers  put  the  number  of  homeless  people 
living  on  San  Francisco's  streets  at  between 
5,000  and  10,000  and  counting. 

Harry  deRuyter,  the  Director  of  Social 
Services  for  the  Salvation  Army  says  that 
requests  for  housing  at  his  agency  have 
doubled  in  the  past  year.  In  1981,  the  agency 
was  getting  an  average  of  40  requests  per 
day,  this  year  more  than  80.  On  one  recent 
day,  says  deRuyter,  209  people  requested 
help.  The  agency  can  only  see  32  people  per 
day. 

Both  St.  Anthony's  and  Hospitality  House 
have  opened  night  time  drop-in  centers 
during  the  past  few  months  to  try  to  deal 
with  the  mounting  demand.  Their  combined 
capacity  of  120  spaces  is  filled  every  night 
and  at  both  agencies  people  begin  lining  up 
several  hours  before  the  doors  open.  In 
addition  to  these  spaces,  there  are  approxi- 
mately 225  beds  for  the  homeles  available  at 
missions  and  other  agencies. 
Faced  with  this  growing  demand  for  services, 
a  group  of  agencies,  advocates  and  at  least 
one  street  person  have  formed  a  coalition, 
the  Central  City  Shelter  Network,  to  press 
City  Hall  to  begin  to  deal  with  the  issue  and 
to  fund  additional  shelters  and  programs. 
The  group  will  hold  a  conference  on  the 
problems  of  the  homeless  on  October  23  to 
continued  on  page  10 


Life  on  the  Streets: 
Interviews 

by  Lauren  Chestnut  and  Rob  Waters 

The  Tenderloin  Times  went  out  on  the 
streets  last  month  to  talk  with  the  folks  who 
live  there.  The  interviews  that  follow  provide 
an  interesting  and  revealing  look  at  the  daily 
lives  of  the  city's  homeless. 
EZEKIEL  WARD 

We  have  no  place  to  stay,  basically  we  just 
look  for  a  church  or  anything  like  that  that  we 
can  stay  without  any  trouble.  St.  Anthony's 
down  on  the  bottom  of  the  ground  outside, 
you  know,  right  beside  the  chruch,  we  just 
jump  over  the  fence  and  basically  that's 
where  a  lot  of  street  people  sleep  at  night. 
We  have  sleeping  bags  and  things  like  that 
to  stay  warm. 

From  what  I  see  at  night  when  I  lay  my  head 
down,  I  see  more  and  more  people  coming 
in.  They  come  in  cars  and  they  come  with 
nothing,  they  come  with  insufficient  funds 
—  they  don't  know  the  cost  of  living  in 
California  they  don't  participate  in  having  a 
real  hard  time  in  the  country  of  the  gold.  For 
them  coming  here  to  San  Francisco  is  like 
they're  expecting  a  pot  of  gold  and  its  all 
very  new  to  them  and  when  they  get  here 
they  find  out  that  California's  not  all  that  it's 
put  up  to  be. 

There  is  something  in  '82  that  is  not  working 
out  for  the  American  people  today  and  to  me 
it's  very  scary  because  I  look  at  my  people, 
street  people,  that  are  coming  more  and 
more,  and  there's  not  enough  social  service 
agencies  to  help  these  people  and  when  we 
don't  have  the  facilities  to  help  these  people 
then  we  have  our  streets  clustered  with 
people  that  are  sleeping  basically  on  the 
streets.  And  it's  going  to  happen  here  in  San 
Francisco  more  and  more  because  there's  no 
one,  there's  no  agencies,  there's  no  one 
continued  on  page  8 
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Doreen  Gaedtke 

"GIMME  SHELTER  " 


As  this  issue  of  the  Tenderloin  Times  makes 
clear,  there  is  a  growing  crisis  of  homeless- 
ness  facing  our  city.  Today  there  are  an 
estimated  5,000  —  10,000  persons  sleeping 
on  the  streets  of  San  Francisco.  Many  are 
homeless  for  the  first  time.  Some  have  come 
to  our  city  from  elsewhere,  seeking  employ- 


What  do  you  wish  for  the  Tenderloin? 

»fi 

>- 


RAOUL  BENETAR 

•'I  would  like  to  see  a  Tenderloin  where 
everybody  has  an  equal  chance  to  work  and 
have  a  good  life." 


DAVID  LEYDECKER 

"Clean  it  up.  Enforce  the  laws.  With  all  the 
money  they  spend  on  meter  maids,  they 
could  have  someone  cleaing  up  the 
sidewalks  too. ' ' 


ment  but  quickly  find  themselves  seeking 
food  and  shelter,  their  vision  of  employment 
rapidly  receding  from  view.  Many,  however, 
are  San  Francisco  residents.  Formerly  low- 
and  moderate-income  people,  they  have 
been  displaced  —  first,  from  their  roles  in 
society,  then  from  their  homes  —  by  the 
harsh  reality  of  hard  times.  They  are  men, 
women  and  children.  They  are  people  of 
every  color.  They  are  former  wage  earners, 
senior  citizens,  couples,  women  alone  and 
with  children,  and  runaway  or  "pushed- 
away"  youth.  They  are  our  former  neigh- 
bors. It  is  ironic  that  in  the  midst  of  a 
depression  when  people  are  most  in  need  of 
help,  government  funded  social  service 
programs  have  been  cut  to  the  bone,  in  favor 
of  defense  spending. 

It  is  more  than  interesting  that  funded  job 
training  programs  have  been  all  but  elimi- 
nated, precisely  when  unemployment  has 
reached  its  highest  point  since  the  great 
depression  of  the  '30s.  Many  of  the  home- 
less will  never  return  to  their  old  employ- 
ment. There  is  too  little  timber  remaining  to 


JEFF  BERRY 

"I  wish  there  were  more  restaurants  open  on 
the  weekends,  especially  more  reasonably 
priced  places  so  you  could  at  least  get  a  bowl 
of  soup." 


PETER  GUNDLACH 


"I'd  like  to  see  that  junkies  and  alcoholics 
don't  use  drugs  anymore  and  can  go  back  to 
Alcoholics  Anonymous  and  Narcotics 
Anonymous." 


MACK  WITH 

"I  wish  there  were  better  housing  and 
facilities  for  people  who  are  sleeping  in  the 
streets  or  sleeping  in  the  parks." 


be  cut,  machines  can  now  assemble  autos. 
For  the  new  homeless,  their  former  employ- 
ment has  become  extinct,  and  they, 
obsolete. 

It  is  more  than  ironic  that,  in  a  city  which  has 
a  huge  budget  surplus,  City  Hall  officials 
admit  to  not  having  thought  about,  dis- 
cussed or  made  plans  for  dealing  with  the 
growing  number  of  homeless  San  Francis- 
cans. City  Hall  must  wake  up  to  the  reality 
that  exists  on  our  streets  and  begin  to  make 
plans  to  deal  with  it.  The  problems  of  the 
homeless  will  not  be  solved  by  building  ever 
more  luxury  condominiums.  Money  must  be 
allocated  for  shelters  and  low-income  hou- 
sing and  a  sane  housing  policy  adopted. 
While  this  has  been,  to  date,  a  quiet 
depression,  it  won't  remain  so.  One  Swiss 
group  which  advises  firms  on  business  risks, 
according  to  the  Chronicle,  assigned  a  '  'high 
probability"  for  riots  in  the  U.S.  in  1983. 
Time  is  of  the  essence.  The  winter  rains  will 
soon  be  upon  us  and  the  number  of  homeless 
continues  to  swell.  The  city  cannot  afford  the 
luxury  of  wasted  time. 

Letter  from' 'liberal" 

To  The  Editor, 

I  would  like  to  make  some  comments  and 
observations  on  the  recent  "Supergentrifi- 
cation"  article  in  the  recent  issue  of  your 
fine  and  badly  needed  newspaper  (Sept., 
1982) .  In  the  article,  you  feel  fit  to  lam  bast  the 
condocraziness,  a  la  Alcazar,  which  is  slowly 
destroying  the  affordable  housing  situation 
in  the  city. 

But  first,  I  would  like  to  disclose  some  of  my 
background.  I  am  a  frequent  attendant  at  the 
Tenderloin  Writer's  Workshop  and  was  a 
prospective  tenant  in  the  new  subsidized 
government  low-income  Aarti  Project  of 
Tenderloin  Neighborhood  Development  Cor- 
poration (TNDC).  It  may  come  as  a  surprise, 
but  I  do  a  lot  of  my  shopping  here,  even 
though  I  live  in  fashinable  Stonestown  with 
my  parents.  I  also  have  earned  a  somewhat 
deserved  reputation  for  being  eccentric  in 
my  views.  But  1  also  once  collected  food 
stamps  and  am  thinking  of  applying  for  SSI 
disability  payments.  I  don't  consider  myself 
any  better  or  different  than  the  residents  of 
your  fine  community.  I  also  consider  myself 
a  liberal. 

But  I  also  note  that  the  article  immediately 
followed  last  month's  SSI  panic  story,  which 
immediately  followed  the  previous  "heart- 
less" G.A.  pity  party.  Could  this  be  indica- 
tive of  a  pattern?  Is  it  really  a  case  of  the  big, 
bad  faceless,  anonymous  bureaucracy  a  la 
Fein  stein  and  croissant  eating  cohorts, 
driving  the  poor,  innocent,  little,  homeless, 
hard  working,  xenophobic  groups,  coali- 
tions, organizations,  leagues,  demonstra- 
tions of  a  new  class  of  citizens?  Citizens  who 
are  just  trying  to  maintain  a  simple,  humble 
lifestyle  unencumbered  by  big,  corporate  (a  la 
Hilton)  Development? 
Come  now,  wake  up  Tenderloin.  Is  it  really  a 
lifestyle  you're  trying  to  preserve,  or  the 
reputation  of  a  fourth  class  of  citizen,  a  new 
subclass,  the  "welfare"  underclass,  if  you 
will,  leading  quiet  lives  of  desperation,  tired 
of  being  denied  their  rights  to  income 
transfer  payments,  tired  of  being  victimized 
of  their  welfare  rights,  even.  Their  civil 
rights  by  the  "mdiscriminately"  violent 
police  force. 

It's  the  same  old  story  I  heard  back  in  high 
school  in  1967,  the  old  "nature"  vs. 
"nurture"  theory  of  genetic  endowment. 
Society  is  the  testing  ground  for  these 
"Robert  Ardrey  Social  Contract"  theories, 
and  may  well  be  true  that  you  can  take  the 
people  out  of  the  slums,  but  you  can't  take 
the  slums  out  of  the  people. 
Wang  Kirov 
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Tenderloin  Mental  Health 
Program  Sued 


A  controversial  new  Tenderloin  program 
that  involves  cooperation  between  police  and 
mental  health  workers  has  drawn  fire  from  a 
patient's  rights  group  for  "systematically 
violat(ing)  patient's  rights"  and  has  been 
sued  by  a  former  mental  health  patient  who 
was  visited  without  permission  by  a  group  of 
police  officers  and  mental  health  workers. 
An  attorney  for  the  man  who  filed  the  suit 
called  the  program  "amazingly  unconstitu- 
tional." 

The  program,  the  Tenderloin  Outreach 
Project  (TOP),  now  being  established  at  the 
Tenderloin  Clinic,  a  City-funded  mental 
health  facility,  is  designed  to  follow-up  on 
people  with  mental  health  problems  and 
violent  histories  as  they  are  released  from 
psychiatric  institutions  or  jail.  This  is  done 
by  a  pooling  of  information  between  the 
Police  Department  and  the  Clinic  and  by 
sending  police/mental  health  worker  teams 
to  the  hotel  rooms  of  targeted  patients. 

The  lawsuit,  filed  in  Federal  Court  on  behalf 
of  John  David  Smith,  seeks  monetary 
damages  and  an  injunction  against  the 
operation  of  the  program.  One  of  Smith's 
lawyers,  Stephen  Austin,  said  that  the  most 
dangerous  and  coercive  aspect  of  the  project 
was  "the  implied  threat  of  involuntary 
commitment."  If  patients  don't  let  the 
mental  health/police  team  in,  says  Austin, 
there  is  the  possibility  of  being  "5150'ed" 
—  committed  to  a  psychiatric  hospital 
against  their  will. 

Patients'  Rights  Advocacy  Services  (PR AS), 
the  official  San  Francisco  advocacy  organiza- 
tion for  mental  health  patients,  has  called 


such  pooling  "a  clear  violation  of  patient 
confidentiality"  and  has  demanded  that  the 
project  be  shut  down.  In  a  letter  to  city 
mental  health  chief  Allan  Leavitt,  PRAS 
director  Don  Schmidt  wrote  that,  "while  this 
project  appears  to  have  been  established 
with  the  best  of  intentions.  .  .it  can  not  be 
allowed  to  continue  in  blatant  disregard  of 
legal  rights." 

In  addition  to  the  information  sharing,  the 
PRAS  letter  lists  several  other  objections: 

•  TOP  patients  are  not  advised  that  they  are 
targeted  and  will  be  visited. 

•  The  prescence  of  police  on  the  home-visiting 
team  puts  them  in  a  position  to  overhear 
confidential  information  and  to  witness 
contraband  and  "taints  the  voluntariness" 
of  a  patient's  decision  to  accept  further 
treatment. 

•  TOP  patients  are  encouraged  "in  a 
manner  bordering  on  coercion"  to  take 
medication  and  attend  the  Clinic. 

•  Theprogram  "intrude(s)"  into  the  privacy 
of  patients  and  "might  be  described  as 
surveillance." 

The  program  originated  in  the  Mayor's 
Criminal  Justice  Council  and  is  said  to  be 
strongly  supported  by  the  Mayor  herself.  It 
was  targeted  to  begin  July  1,  but  project 
co-ordinator  Cindy  Gyeri  insists  that  it  has 
not  really  begun  as  yet,  that  though  informa- 
tion has  been  coming  through  from  the  jails 
and  hospitals,  only  5  site  visits  have  yet  been 
made. 

Gyeri  dismisses  the  PRAS  objections  as 
legal  technicalities  and  insists  that  the 
continued  on  page  11   *  


Farm  Contractors  Prey  on  TL  People 

by  Rob  Waters 


Recruiters  for  a  farm  contractor  have  been 
soliciting  Tenderloin  street  people  for  farm 
work  in  Hollister  with  misleading  promises 
regarding  money  and  lodging,  according  to 
several  people  interviewed  by  the  Times. 
They  maintain  that  they  were  recruited  with 
the  promise  of  free  room  and  board  and 
wages  of  $4.50  per  hour,  but  found  when 
they  arrived  that  they  were  expected  to  pay 
$60  per  week  for  food  and  lodging,  which 
consisted  of  either  a  bare  cot  and  mattress  or 
the  floor. 

"I  think  it's  a  rip-off  and  a  flim-flam  job," 
said  Alfred  Meyers  who  heard  about  the 
work  on  the  streets  near  Hospitality  House 
and  '  'jumped  straight  on  it  because  I  wanted 
to  establish  myself."  He  said  that  after 
arriving  at  about  4  AM  on  a  Sunday 
morning,  he  went  back  and  slept  in  the  van 
he  had  come  down  on,  rather  than  sleeping 
on  the  concrete  floor  of  the  bunkhouse.  He 
described  the  bathroom  as  looking  like  "a 
horse  stall"  with  filthy  showers  and  over- 
flowing toilets.  He  says  that  he  was  fired  the 
next  morning  after  about  three  hours  of  work 
but  decided  not  to  ask  for  any  pay  because 
he  had  heard  that  other  people  were  having 
the  room  and  board  charge  deducted  from 
their  pay  and  he  "didn't  want  to  get  in  a 
fight."  He  spent  the  next  12  hours  hitch- 
hiking and  walking  back  from  Hollister. 

Mike  says  that  he  too  was  promised  $4.50 
per  hour  but  quit  after  finding  out  that  the 
pay  levels  varied  but  were  all  less  than 
$4.50.  "I  will  not  work  for  someone  that 
lies,"  he  says.  He  added  that  the  $60  charge 
for  room  and  board  angered  him,  as  did  the 


$1  per  can  that  the  Company  store  was 
charging  for  Coke  and  generic  cigarettes. 
"If  I  want  to  live  on  the  streets,  I  can  do  that 
for  free,"  he  said. 

Several  other  "recruits"  echoed  these  state- 
ments. 

One  of  the  recruiters,  who  identified  himself 
as  "Trapper,"  denied  that  he  had  told 
anyone  that  room  and  board  would  be  free 
but  did  say  that  people  were  supposed  to  be 
paid  $4.50  an  hour  —  "good  pay  if  you're 
willing  to  bust  ass." 

Trapper  indicated  that  he  was  working  for  2 
brothers,  Manuel  and  Rueben,  whose  last 
name  was  later  identified  as  Salinas.  Con- 
tacted by  telephone,  Rueben  Salinas  blamed 
the  problems  on  the  recruiters  for  giving  out 
inaccurate  information  and  for  sending  too 
many  people.  "They  (workers)  get  every- 
thing (including)  a  place  to  sleep,"  said 
Salinas,  although  he  conceded  that  over- 
crowding was  a  problem  because  "they're 
bringing  too  may  people  down . "  He  added 
that  many  of  the  people  who  were  coming 
down  were  alcoholics  and  people  who  "don't 
want  to  work."  He  said  that  some  of  the 
contractors  who  he  supplies  labor  to  are 
paying  $4.25  an  hour  and  that  it  was  a  "lie" 
that  he  had  offered  $4.50. 

A  number  of  those  recruited  have  filed 
complaints  with  the  State  Labor  Commission. 
Carol  Cole  of  the  Commission  staff  confirmed 
that  she  had  taken  complaints  and  said  that  an 
investigation  was  proceeding. 


INshort  INshort 

by  Rob  Waters 

McCarthy's  to  Mardikian's.  In  case  you 
didn't  notice,  McCarthy's  Bar  on  Market 
next  to  UN  Plaza  has  been  reduced  to 
rubble.  In  its  place  will  soon  rise  the  seven 
story  Mardikian  office  building.  The  bar- 
maid at  Toal's  Stable,  another  good  Irish  bar 
just  up  the  street  says  she's  picked  up  a  few 
customers  since  the  old  bar's  demise,  but 
they're  sad  to  see  it  go,  after  what  they 
reckon  to  be  35  years  of  life. 


Condo  Corner.  Good  news  and  bad 

on  the  western  condo  front  this  month.  The 
good  news  is  that  the  Planning  Commission 
early  this  month  told  the  would-be  develo- 
pers of  the  Polk/O 'Farrell  condo  project  that 
they  will  have  to  prepare  an  Environmental 
Impact  Report  (EIR)  for  the  project.  This  will 
hold  things  up  for  4  to  6  months  and  will  hurt 
the  already  financially  strapped  project.  It  is  a 
victory  for  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition,  who  had  requested  that  an  EIR  be 
done,  and  at  least  a  temporary  victory  for  the 
neighborhood.  .  .  The  bad  news  is  that 
Grosvenor  Properties  is  proposing  a  major 
retail/office/condo  project  on  land  owned  by 
the  San  Francisco  Redevelopment  Agency  at 
Van  Ness  and  Post.  If  it  goes  through,  we 
may  want  to  rename  Van  Ness  Avenue 
"Condo  Corridor."  Franklin  Street  will  fare 
none  too  well  either.  Residents  there  will  be 
standing  in  the  shadow  of  the  180  foot  tower 
Gross-venor  wants  to  build  on  that  side  of 
the  project.  The  current  height  restriction  on 
Franklin  is  130  feet  but  the  Redevelopment 
Agency,  a  monster-unto-itself,  has  the  po- 
wer to  overrule  local  zoning.  While  they  are 
lobbying  for  their  50-foot  bonus,  they  have 
refused  to  discuss  any  mitigations  or  ameni- 
ties with  the  community. 

Area  residents  fear  that  the  extra  50  feet, 
if  granted,  will  break  the  current  precedent 
and  set  a  new,  higher  standard  for  Franklin 
St.  The  building  of  such  a  project  would 
undoubtably  hike  land  values  in  the  vicinity 
and  may  well  result  in  the  loss  of  hundreds 
of  units  of  affordable  housing.  Now,  THAT'S 
Redevelopment. 

If  you  wish  to  make  your  feelings  known 
on  the  Grosvenor  Condo  project,  both  on  the 
height  bonus  and  the  lack  of  mitigations, 
write  to:  Ed  Ong,  Chief  Architect,  SF 
Redevelopment  Agency,  939  Ellis  Street, 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109  .  .  . 

Crumbs  for  the  Neighborhoods.  San  Fran- 
cisco neighborhoods,  the  Tenderloin  defi- 
nitely included,  are  faring  none  too  well  in 
the  current  proposals  for  how  to  spend  the 
city's  $20  million  Community  Development 
Block  Grant  from  the  Feds.  According  to  the 
continued  on  page  5 
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More  Uproar  at  Commission  on  Aging 


The  ever-troubled  Commission  on  Aging  has 
been  thrust  into  the  news  once  again  with 
the  firing  by  Mayor  Feinstein  of  the  Com- 
mission's President,  George  Wong.  Wong  in 
turn  called  a  press  conference  and  blasted 
Feinstein  for  using  him  and  the  other 
Commissioners  as  "elderly  rubber- 
stampers." 

The  controversy  centers  around  contending 
views  of  who  should  be  the  next  Executive 
Director  of  the  Commission  and  who  should 
have  the  power  to  make  the  appointment. 

The  director's  position  has  been  vacant  since 
the  end  of  June  and  the  Commission  has 
been  interviewing  candidates  for  the  job. 
Wong  says  that  the  Commissioners  had 
unanimously  agreed  upon  Pliny  Murphy,  the 
director  of  the  Area  Agency  on  Aging  in 
Fresno  as  their  top  choice,  had  chosen  a 
second  place  candidate  and  a  group  of  4 
other  candidates  who  were  acceptable  but 
not  preferred.  He  charges  that  the  Mayor 
had  her  own  choice,  Joyce  Reams,  and  was 
pressuring  the  Commissioners  to  select  her. 
Wong  maintains  that  it  was  after  he 
communicated  the  Commission's  support  for 
Murphy  that  he  was  fired. 

Feinstein  asserts  that  Wong  was  so  inflexible 
in  "insist(ing)  on  a  single  candidate"  that 
she  had  "no  choice  but  to  replace  him." 
Her  press  aide,  Tom  Eastham,  denied  that 
she  had  pressured  the  Commission  or  had 
even  indicated  a  preference  for  Joyce  Reams 
or  any  other  candidate.  He  conceded, 
however,  that  Reams  was  "slightly  favored" 
by  the  Mayor. 

Ten  days  after  his  firing,  Wong  held  a  press 
conference  and  flanked  by  supporters  inclu- 
ding Supervisor  Harry  Britt,  Henry  Der  of 
the  Chinese  for  Affirmative  Action,  labor 
leaders  and  a  member  of  the  Citizen's 
Advisory  Council  to  the  Commission,  issued 
a  statement  lambasting  the  Mayor  for  her 
"constant  interference"  into  the  work  of  the 
work  of  the  Commission.  "The  Mayor  is  not 
the  absolute  boss  of  the  Commission," 
Wong  said. 


GeoAge  Wong 


This  controversy  is  just  the  latest  in  a  long 
series  of  problems  and  infighting  in  the 
Commission,  which  has  gone  through  ten 
directors  in  its  nine  years  of  life.  The  most 
recent  casualty  was  Pauline  Johnston,  Fein- 
stein's  handpicked  director,  who  quit  under 
fire  at  the  end  of  June.  Wong  had  led  the 
fight  to  remove  Johnston,  a  fact  that  Wong 
says  the  Mayor  has  never  forgiven. 

Also  present  at  the  press  conference  was 
former  Commissioner  Dr.  Cesar  Ortiz,  who 
was  told  in  a  letter  from  Feinstein  that  he 
would  not  be  reappointed  to  the  Commission. 
Ortiz  criticized  the  Mayor  for  the  manner  in 
which  she  handled  his  removal  and  voiced  his 
support  for  Wong. 

The  rancor  and  controversy  that  have  long 
festered  within  the  agency  has  been  accom- 
panied, in  the  view  of  most  observers,  by 
low  staff  morale  and  poor  administration  of 
senior  services.  The  Commission  has  been 
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frequently  criticized  in  state  and  federal 
government  reports,  by  service  providers  and 
by  seniors.  The  latest  hassles  do  not  seem 
likely  to  help  heal  old  wounds. 

Marie  Lynden  of  the  Gray  Panthers  spoke 
for  her  group  in  telling  the  Times  that  the 
removal  of  Wong  and  Ortiz  was  "part  of  the 
same  old  pattern  of  political  machinations 
that  the  Commission  has  gone  through  over 
and  over  again.  Too  much  time  is  spent  on 
political  games  rather  than  providing  the 
services  to  seniors  which  are  mandated  by 
law." 

Orah  Young,  the  President  of  CASE,  a 
network  of  senior  service  providers,  said 
that  she  was  "upset"  by  Wong's  firing.  "He 
was  the  Commissioner  that  did  the  most 
and  reaching-out  into  the  community  to  hear 
what  people  had  to  say.  It's  very  upsetting 
that  he  should  be  fired  that  way.  It  could 
have  been  handled  differently  by  the  Mayor . ' ' 

Young  also  pointed  out  the  importance  of 
hiring  a  new  Director  with  a  background  in 
the  field  of  aging.  She  said  that  while  she 
understands  the  Mayor's  desire  for  a  strong 
administrator,  it  is  "incredibly  important" 
at  this  time  of  budget  cuts  and  fear  among 
seniors  to  hire  a  director  who  is  familiar  with 
the  needs  and  problems  of  seniors. 

The  Mayor's  "slight  favorite"  Joyce  Reams 
has  a  labor  background  and  is  a  former 
candidate  for  Supervisor,  but  has  no 
experience  in  senior  services. 


Disabled  Speak  Out  on  Social  Security  Cuts 


by  Patrick  Finley 

A  contingent  of  disabled  persons  got  then- 
chance  to  express  displeasure  over  recent 
changes  in  Social  Security  Disability  policies 
and  procedures  in  a  public  hearing  at  the 
Federal  Building  last  month. 

The  hearing,  moderated  by  aides  of  five  Bay 
Area  congressmen,  dealt  with  the  problems 
and  issues  that  have  surrounded  the  Social 
Security  Disability  system  over  the  past  few 
years. 

The  strongest  group  turnout  came  from  the 
Disability  Advocates  and  Recipients  Coali- 
tion (DARC),  which  is  a  statewide  group  of 
recipients,  counselors,  and  advocates  which 
is  fighting  the  restrictive  changes  Congress 
has  been  making  in  Social  Security. 

Harry  Hark,  a  member  of  DARC,  spoke  first 
on  the  problems  of  the  psychiatrically 
disabled:  "After  several  years  of  life  on  the 
streets  I  was  finally  able  to  get  on  SSI.  I  am 
finally  able  to  live  independently  in  my  own 


apartment,  and  I  have  money  for  food  and 
other  necessities. 

"I  no  longer  have  to  scrounge  for  garbage, 
sleep  in  doorways,  steal  or  panhandle.  I 
don't  have  many  luxuries,  but  at  least  I  can 
live  like  a  human  being.  Because  of  the 
Social  Security  Administration's  present 
policies  I  may  lose  what  little  I  have  and  go 
back  to  what  I  was,  a  possibility  that  may 
literally  scare  me  to  death,"  Hark  said.  He 
added  that  many  recent  suicides  across  the 
country  have  been  linked  to  SSI  terminations. 

The  principal  policy  to  which  Hark  was 
referring  was  the  so-called  continuing  disa- 
bility investigation  (CDI)  process  which 
started  in  1981.  It  mandates  that  every 
recipient  be  reviewed  at  least  once  every 
three  years  to  insure  continuing  medical  and 
financial  eligibility. 

Between  March,  1981  and  April,  1982  there 
were  404,605  cases  reviewed  with  190,948  or 
47%  of  these  resulting  in  terminations.  But 
67%  of  those  who  appealed  their  termina- 
tions won  and  had  their  benefits  reinstated. 


Hark  also  read  a  report  prepared  by  Board  of 
Supervisors'  Budget  Analyst  Harvey  Rose 
which  showed  that  the  Department  of  Social 
Services  could  incur  costs  of  $768,000 
because  of  mental  health  disability  termina- 
tions and  the  ensuing  shift  of  recipients  onto 
the  county. 

Other  testimony  included  one  woman  who 
had  bouts  of  depression  and  tried  to  commit 
suicide  when  Social  Security  began  billing 
her  for  overpayments. 

A  Berkeley  student  testified  that  it  took  her  a 
year  and  a  half  to  start  receiving  SSI  benefits 
even  though  it  was  documented  that  she  had 
multiple  sclerosis. 

Herb  Levine,  a  spokesperson  for  DARC,  said 
the  purpose  of  the  coalition  was  to  present 
testimony  on  federal  legislation  to  help  those 
who  have  been  terminated  by  the  CDI 
process  and  to  hold  workshops  for  recipients 
and  people  interested  in  doing  advocacy 
work. 

To  contact  PARC,  call  HeAb  Levine 
at  751-8765. 
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Double  Bind:  When  Tenants  are  Hotel  Workers 

continued  from  page  1 


job,  but  your  home  as  well." 

The  problems  of  tenants  and  employees  in 
residential  hotels  are  intertwined.  The  same 
landlords  subject  tenants  to  substandard 
living  conditions  and  workers  to  substandard 
wage  and  working  conditions.  When  workers 
lose  their  jobs,  they  frequently  no  longer 
have  money  to  pay  rent  and  are  in  danger  of 
eviction. 

At  the  Columbia  Hotel  on  OFarrell,  tenant/ 
worker  Steve  Fuller  was  fired  for  refusing  to 
work  three  days  in  March  for  no  pay. Fuller 
reports  that  the  day  he  was  fired,  landlord 
Raman  Patel  made  three  attempts  to  illegally 
evict  him  by  using  the  police  and  penal  code 
Section  602  R  (a  law  intended  for  guests  of 
tourist  hotels  who  do  not  pay  their  fees  and 
can  be  arrested  for  trespassing).  "Finally 
the  Duty  Sergeant  from  Central  Station 
came  out  and  told  him  to  cut  it  out  —  that 
what  he  was  doing  illegal  and  to  stop 
harassing  me,"  says  Fuller.  "Once  I  was  no 
longer  working  there,  in  Patel 's  eyes  I  no 
longer  had  the  right  to  live  there  —  even 
though  I'd  lived  there  over  2  months  and  had 
paid  my  rent  through  my  labor."  Patel  did 
eventually  serve  Fuller  with  an  eviction 
lawsuit  and  lost. 

In  response  to  questions  from  the  Times 
about  the  eviction  attempts  using  the  police, 
Patel  said,  "I  don't  know  anything  about 
that  —  maybe  it  was  the  manager." 

A  few  months  later  Patel  fired  four  of  the 
other  workers  at  the  Columbia  with  no 
reason  given,  according  to  Fuller.  After 
pressure  from  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition  and  the  tenants,  Patel  hired  them 
all  back.  Patel  attempted  to  evict  another 
tenant/ worker  but  was  required  in  a  court 
judgement  to  let  the  tenant  stay.  The  tenant 
was  required  to  pay  back  rent  owed  from  the 
time  he  was  fired  over  a  period  of  three 
months. 

A  tenant  at  another  hotel  owned  by  Raman 
Patel,  the  William  Penn,  worked  7  weeks  for 
Patel  in  the  spring  of  1981  for  a  dollar  an 
hour  with  no  breaks,  no  relief,  no  security 
(there  was  no  lock  on  the  front  door  at  the 
time)  and  no  overtime.  "The  only  reason  I 
accepted  this  agreement  was  because  it  was 
either  that  or  being  on  the  streets,"  says 
tenant  Marion  McClure.  McClure  came  to 
work  one  day  to  find  a  new  desk  clerk 
replacing  him  and  no  reason  given. 

Six  months  later  McClure  moved  back  into 
the  Penn.  In  need  of  work,  he  did  odd  jobs 
for  Patel  in  exchange  for  rent  from  December 
to  June  of  1982.  In  June  Patel  decided  the 
arrangement  should  end,  according  to 
McClure,  and  told  the  tenant  to  begin  paying 
rent.  At  this  time,  other  tenants  in  the  hotel 
had  organized  a  rent  strike  in  the  building 
because  of  lack  of  security  and  repairs. 
McClure  stopped  paying  rent  a  week  later 
for  the  same  reasons  but  didn't  join  with  the 
other  tenants  in  their  strike  because,  "I 
wasn't  sure  of  my  status  as  an  ex-employee. 
But  the  facilities  were  so  deplorable,  I  began 
my  own  individual  rent  strike." 

Shortly  thereafter,  Patel  began  eviction 
proceedings  against  McClure.  McClure  re- 
ports that  the  manager  harassed  him  and 
refused  to  take  phone  messages  or  allow 
visitors  to  see  him  and  tampered  with  his 
mail.  McClure  filed  a  complaint  with  the 
Labor  Commission  for  back  wages  owed  him 
from  1981.  He  is  bitter  about  his  experience: 
"Raman  Patel  has  walked  on  the  back  of  the 
poor  to  become  rich  using  illegal  aliens  and 
the  prostitutes  —  he  has  no  respect  for 
people  in  general."  McClure  is  currently 
awaiting  the  outcome  of  a  decision  by  the 


Labor  Commission. 

Queried  by  the  Times  about  McClure,  Patel 
said,  "He  didn't  even  work  for  me  —  I  can't 
find  him  on  the  payroll.  He  refused  to  pay 
rent  for  months."  Patel  said  that  he  pays 
employees  $3.35  an  hour  but  sometimes 
works  out  arrangements  with  tenants  who 
are  behind  in  their  rent  or  out  of  work  to  do 
odd  jobs  in  exchange  for  rent.  He  said  that 
he  does  not  pay  extra  for  overtime  work. 

A  tenant  employed  by  the  Boston  Hotel  on 
Turk  Street  won  his  complaint  to  the  Labor 
Commission,  halting  his  pending  eviction 
and  forcing  the  landlord  to  pay  the  tenant  a 
settlement.  The  tenant  was  evicted  because 
he  stopped  paying  rent  because  the  landlord. 
V.A.  Patel,  owed  him  back  wages.  Patel 
claimed  the  tenant  owed  him  $3,000  in  back 
rent  while  the  tenant  claimed  the  landlord 
owed  him  $15,000  in  back  wages.  Under  a 
settlement  reached  through  the  Labor  Com- 
mission, Patel  agreed  to  drop  the  eviction 
lawsuit,  pay  the  tenant  a  settlement  for  back 
wages,  and  let  the  tenant  stay. 

In  some  residential  hotels  or  apartments, 
there  is  a  thin  line  between  problems  facing 
managers  and  other  workers.  A  German 
immigrant  working  for  16  months  as  manager 
of  a  building  on  Stockton  Street  was  fired 
after  bringing  up  the  fact  she  was  not  being 
paid  minimum  wage  and  the  building  was 
infested  with  roaches  and  mice.  Shortly 
thereafter  she  was  given  an  eviction  notice 
and  blacklisted  by  her  employer  from 
getting  jobs  in  other  apartment  buildings, 
according  to  the  tenant.  The  tenant  went  to 
the  Labor  Commission  and  received  a 
settlement  for  over  $4,000  in  back  wages, 
primarily  because  of  a  clause  in  the  Labor 
Code  that  states  that  apartment  buildings  of 
16  or  more  units  must  have  a  full-time 
manager  or  relief  help.  In  spite  of  the  fact 
the  landlord  did  not  consider  her  a  full-time 
worker,  the  tenant  was  essentially  on  24 
hour  call  and  thus  the  landlord  was  required 
to  pay  minimum  wage  plus  time  and  a  half 
for  overtime. 

The  tenant  is  pleased  with  her  victory  but 
states,  "That's  no  present:  that's  money  I 
earned."  She  says,  "Most  managers  and 
other  employees  are  afraid  to  do  anything 
about  poor  working  conditions.  —  they'll 
lose  their  jobs  and  their  home.  Most 
managers  are  very  sympathetic  to  the 
tenants  but  are  afraid.  They  are  hired  to  be 
the  same  as  the  landlord  and  not  to  oppose 
him  —  and  that's  why  the  unions  don't  take 
us." 

Paul  Blythe,  an  administrator  at  the  Labor 
Commission  reports  that  7,022  violations 
were  filed  statewide  from  January  to  June 
1982  in  the  Public  Housekeeping  Industry,  T 
which  includes  hotel  workers.  This  is  more  | 
violations  than  in  any  other  industry.  Most  I 
of  the  claims  were  for  not  being  paid  || 
minimum  wage,  improper  payroll  records, 
and  no  overtime  pay. 

Blythe  outlines  the  process  for  filing  a  claim 
with  the  Labor  Board:  "Go  to  the  Labor 
Commission  office  at  525  Golden  Gate 
Avenue  and  fill  out  a  short  one-page  form. 
The  clerks  there  will  help  you  fill  it  out. 
Within  a  week,  a  copy  of  your  claim  is  sent  to 
your  employer  who  is  given  approximately 
two  weeks  to  respond.  They  can  either  pay 
up  (if  it's  for  back  wages)  or  dispute  your 
claim.  If  they  challenge  your  claim,  a 
hearing  is  held,  with  the  decision  made  right 
at  the  hearing.  The  employer  is  then  given 
from  5-7  days  to  comply  with  the  decision." 

While  some  legal  workers  advise  taking 
labor  disputes  to  Small  Claims  Courts, 


Blythe  says  it  is  faster  to  go  through  the 
Labor  Commission  and  suggest  that  Small 
Claims  Court  be  used  as  a  last  resort  —  to 
enforce  a  decision  by  the  Labor  Commission. 
According  Blythe,  the  average  time  between 
filing  a  claim  and  a  decision  is  5-7  weeks  — 
unless  the  employer  appeals  the  decision,  at 
which  point  it  can  take  several  months  or  up 
to  a  year. 

Workers  cannot  be  fired  for  filing  a  claim 
with  the  Labor  Commission.  However,  a 
common  problem  for  workers  asserting  their 
rights  is  more  subtle  forms  of  harassment. 
The  employer  can  change  a  worker's  hours, 
try  to  raise  their  rent,  verbally  harass  them, 
or  just  make  life  difficult.  In  many  Tenderloin 
hotels  the  threat  of  deportation  is  a  very  real 
one. 

Local  Two  (Hotel  and  Restaurant  Workers 
and  Bartenders  Union)  organizer  Gary  Guth- 
man  outlines  issues  specific  to  workers  in 
residential  hotels:  "While  they  face  the 
same  problems  all  non-union  workers  face, 
such  as  lack  of  job  security,  decent  benefits, 
pensions  or  grievance  procedures,  I  think  in 
the  small  residential  hotels  there  are  more 
gross  abuses  of  the  Labor  Code  in  a  basic 
way."  Guthman  points  out  that  in  addition, 
most  residential  hotels  are  not  covered  by 
the  protections  of  the  National  Labor  Rela- 
tions Act  (which  only  covers  hotels  that 
gross  $500,000  a  year).  The  NLRA  gives 
workers  the  legal  right  to  organize  and 
protects  workers  from  being  fired  for  union 
activity.  For  hotels  covered  by  the  NLRA, 
workers  can  petition  the  Labor  Board  for  a 
union  election  by  secret  ballot. 

There  are  other  resources  for  residential 
hotel  workers,  especially  if  they  can  find  addi- 
tional strength  by  working  together  with 
tenants  who  face  related  problems  from  the 
same  source.  Joining  with  tenants  in  striking, 
picketing,  and  leafletting  can  be  critical  in 
forcing  the  landlord  to  address  deplorable 
living  and  working  conditions.  Guthman 
says,  "Local  2  has  a  staff  of  full  time 
organizers  ready  to  assist  any  group  of 
workers  interested  in  organizing." 

North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition's 
Residential  Hotel  Task  Force  has  been 
working  together  with  Local  Two  on  an 
education  and  outreach  project  for  tenants 
and  workers  in  residential  hotels.  NOMPC's 
October  Membership  meeting  will  feature  a 
special  discussion  on  "Workers  and  Tenants 
Rights  in  Residential  Hotels"  with  speakers 
from  the  Labor  Commission,  Local  Two,  and 
the  Residential  Hotel  Task  Force.  The 
meeting  will  be  held  at  Local  Two,  209 
Golden  Gate  at  11  AM  on  Saturday, 
October  9. 
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The  Power  of  God 

Have  we  given  much  thought  of  little 
things. 

My  friend  seems  to  know  them  well. 
Birds  know  their  hour  to  dine 
Wishful  thoughts  to  know  their  pattern. 
Many  flutter  above 

for  only  two  stop  by 
They  land  gracefully 

upon  the  window  pane 
Chattering  as  to  speak 
Various  ways  they  say  good-by. 
No  matter  what  we  think  or  do. 
Their  visit  is  short. 

No  righteous  conclusions 
A  secret  family  in  many  ways 
Determining  my  heavenly  father 

Guides  them  there 
But  yet  it's  nice 

that  they  visit  at  times 
For  tomorrow  they  mysteriously  appear 

again. 

Ezekial  Ward 


ARABELLE  ON  A  JOURNEY 

She  flung  the  stones 
from  her  calico  skirt 
forever 

the  magic  she  was  capable  of 
would  little  longer  be  for  nothing 

She  saddled  La  Rochefoucauld 

her  sable  friend 

he  pounded  the  earth  excitedly 

ready  never  to  return 

she  reminded  her  pounding  heart 

this  was  not  the  end  of  home 

she  would  return 

on  the  next  autumn  change 

that  shakes  dying  leaves 

coloring 

her  bedroom  window 
she  needed  to  return 
the  pull  of  the  air 
was  too  brisk  and  sure. 

She  would  free  herself 
too  far 

into  the  adventure  of 

galloping  thru  the  woodlands 

on  her  trusted  steed 

to  nowhere 

or  anywhere 

or  perhaps  somewhere 

with  the  gold  coins 

hidden  just  in  case 

inside  her  bodice. 

Rain  began  to  pelt  her  face. 
She  heard  dogs  in  the  distance 
She  felt  the  power  in  her  thighs 
the  bridge  should  be  just  over  there. 
There  were  no  hoofbeats  behind  her. 

She  rode  devastatingly 

on. 


MR.  CLOCK  WORK 
[my  boss] 

Is  this  me 

regurgitating  kind  words 
about  my  boss 
Mr.  Clock  Work? 

Each  morning 
sure  as  a  traffic  jam 
and  cathedral  bells, 
he  arrives  at  the  office 
at  the  stroke  of  seven 

Each  morning 

regardless  of  rain  or  snow 

he's  at  his  desk 

smoking  his  pipe 

and  plowing  through 

a  Wall  Street  of  paper  work. 

Amazed  by  his  military  precision 
I  ask  myself  with  sleepy  eyes: 
Is  he  humor  or  an  ambulance? 

Did  he  have  a  sex  change? 
Or  was  he  born  with  feathers? 

Roland  Forte 
9/14/82 


IN  THE  ORPHEUM  BUILDING 

Single  story  two  bedroom  dwelling  across  from 
Parts  unknown  and  won't  be  back  and  hesitates 
To  hand  over  that  strongbox.  The  men  were  very 
Nice  and  sunny  down  there  and  we  have  everything 
Sorted  out  with  all  the  lights  on  all  night 

Representatives  stationed  at  regular  intervals 
Publish  twice  weekly  (Wednesday  and  Friday) 
Couldn't  be  better  on  the  quarter,  stop  on  a 
Stretch.  After  the  tone  there's  a  hiatus  of 
Ten  years.  Probable  link  to  shadow  play 

"I'm  going  to  City  Hall."  What's  going  on  over 
Night  coach  service  to  points  east  including 
Everything  you  are,  no  greater  love,  all  the 
Staggered  elements  piggybacking  on  a  trace 
Call  of  the  transport  board,  the  yield 

Glowing,  and  we're  planning  a  trip  up  north 
Happenstance.  I  guess  you  could  say  a 
More  relaxed  way  of  fastening  onto  sound  seams 
As  sensible  strands  part,  might  shed  light 
Hey,  how  many  people  do  you  realize  go  by 

In  a  day  when  jazz  would  be  better  as  a  girl's  name 
"Now  I  have  to  re-check  his  work."  What's  in 
Back  to  bowling  flower  bunches  in  the  slides 
Has  hands  and  bells  out  over  a  body  of  water 
Maybe's  both  ways,  be  simpler  catching  a  bucket 

Kit  Robinson 


Wore 

than 


F 

i 


THE  USELE 

Needles,  Needles, 
A  self  inflected  war, 
In  ways  he  wouldn't  exf 
Endless  games  of  chanc 

Now  a  personal  perform 
Friends  giving  pain  and 
No  future  outlooks  no  gi 
Sealed  from  reality  itsel 

Days  were  not  his  own, 
Streets  of  no  mileage, 
Skys  of  blue  no  supreme 
Guidance  was  blowing  i 

Staging  a  dull  useless  a< 
Leaving  life  behind  awh 
Informed  of  trouble  cau; 
From  dope  to  no  hope. 

Darkened  halls  showed 
No  trust,  no  heart, 
Reaching  forth  desperat 
Guided  to  a  dead  bewilc 

Ezekiel  Ware 


On  the  road  to  Damasc 
I  met  Malcom  X 
He  was  shrinking  Bing 
Hope's  heads 
On  the  escalator  at  Ma 
I  pass  the  security  guai 
Pig  eyed  and  seething 
This  cracker  thinks  I'm 
All  roads  lead  to  Rome 
In  his  pudding  brain 
On  the  road  to  the  Ten 
I  watched  a  plainclothe 
Handcuff  a  hooker 
On  the  road  to  Damasc 

Ron  Dinkin! 


Laura  Feldman 
8/29/82 


OLD  MAGAZINES  &  PAPER  ITEMS 
BOUGHT  AND  SOLD 

Girly  —  Movie  —  Rock  —  Fashion  —  etc. 
Noon  to  7  PM,  Mon  to  Fri 
839  Larkin  at  Geary,  441-7737 


LENVIN   &  GESMER 
attorneys 


General  Civil  Practice,  incl.  Personal 
Injury,  Landlord-Tenant  &  Consumer  Law 


1242  Market  Street  (bet.  8th  and  9th) 
626-1242 
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601  BOOT  AT  LAKM 
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SO  LONG 


i 


The  path  to  be  goin' 
Is  a  long  one, 
But  it's  time 
That  I  must  travel 
So  far  away. 

I  really  don't  know 
What  I  will  find 
But  I  won't  be 
Alone 

As  long  as  my  love 
For  all 

Shines  bright  in  my 
Eyes. 

Missing  the  Workshop 

And  the  folks  there 

Will  hurt  a  lot 

But  the  lessons  learned 

Were  more  precious 

Than  the  Hope  Diamond, 

And  the  Art  Floor 

Will  always  be 

A  thrilling  chapter 

Of  life  in  the  Tenderloin. 

And  although  I  cry 

Inside 

I  also  smile 

Because  I  know 

We  touched,  and  learned 

To  bridge 

Our  lives  together  as  one. 

Pauline  Rothstein 
September,  1982 


Employment  of  Birds 

Like  a  city  pigeon 

This  town  is  fond  of  crumbs 

the  unemployment  of  birds  is  noticeable 

only  the  cannibals  have  jobs 

you  can  hear  them  at  night 

cascading  not  like  waterfalls 

Till  the  organ-grinding  garbage  machines 

Play  the  finale 

Early  in  the  morn 

Skinny  hookers  revolve  around  the  clock 
Spare-changing  like  a  ferris  wheel 
out  of  tune 

If  it  gets  any  more  crustier 

I'm  gonna  turn  purple  &  sing  low  down  blues 

Betty-boob  types  are  a  drag 

They  could  all  get  married 

Become  professional  and 

Promote  agriculture 

The  drugstore  racketeers 

Are  fond  of  films,  ciggys  and  candy 

While  the  newspapers  pronounce 

Warsaw  backwards  in  big  bold  face 

The  fact  that  Social  Security  still 

exists 

Has  nothing  to  do  with  pigeons 
But  the  national  trust 
is  on  sale  at  auctions  world  wide 
And  rolling  stone  is  still  a  buck  & 
a  half  — 

Bobbie  Thalia 


UNDERNEATH  THE  ARCHES  —  GOLDEN,  OR  OTHERWISE 

DAILY,  SAN  FRANCISCO'S  T-SHIRT  SOCIETY 

GRAVITATES  TO  THE  FORMICA  COUNTERS  AND  PLASTIC  BOOTHS 

OF  TRAFFIC-PLACED  PLYWOOD  PALACES, 

IN  QUEST  OF  THE  MONOLITHIC   "QUARTER-POUNDER  " , 

THAT  RELIC  OF  THE  STARVING  "THIRTIES"; 

THAT  POOR  MAN  S  "CREPE  SUZETTE" 

THIS  SORTEE  OF  SCULLERY  SCRAPS  HAS  LONG  SINCE 

ESCALATED  TO  A  SUMMIT  OF  INTERNATIONAL  SIGNIFICANCE, 

AS  A  SOGGY  PILLAR  OF  THE  JUNK-FOOD  EMPIRE. 

ONCE,  A  CINDERELLA  OF  THE  POTS, 

THIS  SLAB  OF  BATTERED  BEEF,  PLASTER  TO  THE  NETHER 

SIDE  OF  A  HAMBURGER  ROLL,  KNOWS  NO  SEASONS. 

WITH  ITS  SIDE-KICK,  THE  CURVACEOUS  COLA  BOTTLE, 

IT  ENJOYS  A  GLOBAL  IMAGE; 

SPRINGING  FROM  SKY-FLUNG  BILL-BOARDS, 

AND  LEERING  DOWN  FROM  SPINNING  MINARETS, 

IT  S  SUGGESTION  OF  MANNA  FROM  ABOVE 

GRATIFIES   A    UNIVERSAL    SUNDAY    SCHOOL  MENTALITY. 

WITHIN  COUNTLESS  HAMBURGER  HEAVENS, 

UNDERPAID  MINIONS  TOSS  THIS  FAST-FOOD-FRISBIE 

TO  THE  QUEUED-UP  DEVOTEES  OF  GROUND-ROUND  ON  BUN. 

WITH  MALTHUSIAN  GLEE,  THE  CULT  CHEWS  ON, 

FACING  WAR,  PESTILENCE  AND  CARBONATE  OF  SODA, 

WITH  SPIRIT  UNDAUNTED; 

CRUNCHING  THEIR  NOON-DAY  MUNCHIES:  A  MULCH 

DOUSED  IN  THE  DRUSIDIAN  MYSTERIES  OF  "EVERYTHING  ON  IT"; 

THE  ORIGIN  OF  ITS  GAMEY  AMBIENCE  RIVALLING 

THE  RIDDLE  OF  THE  SPHINX; 

BIVOUACED  BY  A  WILTED  COLLAR  OF  PALLID  ONION  RINGS, 
AND  EKED  OUT  BY  A  SPARSE  FRINGE  OF  ATHROPHIED  TATERS, 
SAUTEED  TO  A  FRAZZLE,  AND  CALLOUSLY  BEACHED 
BENEATH  A  THIN  SHROUD  OF  DILUTED  KETCHUP. 

FOSSILIZED  REMAINS  OF  ANCIENT  BURGERS 

HAVE  SINCE  BEEN  UNEARTHED  IN  THE  LA  BREA  TAR-PITS; 

AND  TO  MRS.  O'LEARY,  OF  CHICAGO  FIRE  FAME* 

WE  OWE  THE  FIRST  COW-BURGERS  WEST  OF  THE  MISSISSIPPI. 

WITH  AMAZING  GRACE,  THE  SODA-POP  GENERATION 

DOWNS  THESE  ROCKY  HORROS, 

PREFERRING  CHEESEBURGER-IN-THE-SKY 

TO  THE  "PIE-IN-THE-SKY"  OF  AN  EARLIER  ERA. 

HOPEFULLY,  IN  THE  WISDOM  OF  TIME, 

THE  PATTY-MELDERS  WILL  JOIN 

THE  EXPANDING  VEGETARIAN  CHOWDER-AND-MARCHING  BANDS. 

Anna  Krivonic 
(C)  1982 


(The  OTfl&EXitiOrfl 
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All  works  Copyright  (C)  1982  by  the  authors 
except  where  otherwise  noted. 

The  Tenderloin  Writers'  Workshop  meets  every 
Wednesday  at  7  PM  at  146  Leavenworth  St. 
■t  is  free  and  open  to  anyone. 
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reaching  out  to  give  anyone  any  jobs  and 
that  idea  of  jobs  is  slipping  people's  minds 
now,  they're  only  trying  to  make  it  off  of 
what  the  system  will  give  them,  but  there 
just  aren't  anymore  jobs. 

MARY 

I  was  telling  him  about  living  under  the 
bridge.  We  had  a  tent,  couch,  basically,  it 
was  half  my  family  under  there  and  it  was 
pretty  neat,  I  thought.  So  I  wasn't  scared 
'cause  they  were  around  —  my  mother,  my 
brother,  his  girlfriend,  my  mom's  boyfriend, 
so  it  was  pretty  neat.  She  got  cut  off  Social 
Security  and  she's  really  disabled,  she's  got 
a  pin  in  her  leg,  now  she's  back  on  G.A.  She 
can  do  no  work.  We  had  a  little  firepit,  we'd 
get  buckets  of  water  from  the  gas  station,  it 
was  like  camping  out  in  a  regular  camp- 
ground. We  had  a  couch  and  stuff,  it  was 
pretty  neat.  I  stay  with  my  friends  a  lot  now, 
either  that  or  I  walk  around  all  night. 

How  old  are  you?        I'm  16. 

TOM 

I  won't  just  stay  anyplace  I'll  find  me  a 
rooftop  or  something  to  jump  on  or  a  friend's 
house.  I  try  abandoned  apartments  or 
rooftops  or  someplace  where  there's  trees 
and  woods  and  stuff.  I  have  a  good  sleeping 
bag. 

How  do  you  find  abandoned  apartments? 

Well,  I  have  one  now.  I  keep  it  pretty  secret, 
I  don't  tell  anybody  about  it.  It's  about  14 
blocks  away.  A  couple  people  I  knew  were 
staying  there,  it's  a  whole  abandoned 
building,  its  got  about  4  floors  and  all  the 
apartments  are  all  carpeting,  they  got  beds 
in  'em. 
RON 

How  long  have  you  been  on  the  street? 

A  month  and  a  half. 

When  was  the  last  time  you  had  work? 

About  three  months  ago,  loading  up  semi's 
and  there  ain't  nothing  no  more  'cause  of  the 
Reagan  o  mi  cs. 

Where  you  been  sleeping? 
Out  here. 

You  got  a  sleeping  bag? 

My  wife  has  got  a  sleeping  bag,  but  that's 
about  it.  She  up  the  center  now,  St. 
Anthony's. 

JOHN 

I've  been  out  here  from  New  York  City  for 
about  three  weeks  and  I  must  admit  the  job 
situation  out  here  is  even  worse  than  New 
York,  which  I  didn't  think  was  possible. 

One  thing  I've  noticed  that's  so  interesting 
about  the  street  people  I've  met  —  a  lot  of 
them  are  your  derelict  types  or  your  rather 
scum  of  the  earth  types,  (but)  there's  a 
number  of  people  out  here  who  are  very,  you 
know,  good  backgrounds,  well-educated, 
have  good  job  skills,  but  unfortunately  it 
seems  like  all  of  us  are  in  the  same  boat.  It's 
not  the  stereotype  that  people  sometimes 
have.  There's  a  lot  of  very  talented  people 
who  are  willing  to  work,  but  they  just  can't 
get  a  decent  break,  and  it's  really  a  shame. 
And  that's  the  name  of  that  tune. 

'  'BILL ' ' 

Where  have  you  been  sleeping  lately? 

In  the  weeds.  In  the  weeds  where?  I  can't 
tell  you  that.  If  I  tell  you  that,  then  the  man 
gonna  come  and  run  me  out,  he  already 
chopped  down  one  house  I  built.  I  built  a 
house  out  in  the  weeds  along  one  spot  and 


Life  on  the  Streets:  Interviews 


he  chopped  it  down,  the  bastard. 

I  first  came  here  before  I  went  overseas,  said 
hell  with  it,  come  and  check  it  out,  why  not. 

It  was  during  Nam  —  went  over  in  '68,  came 
back  in  '74.  Got  a  little  present  from  Uncle 
Sam  {shows  severely  scarred  legs).  Both 
legs. 

Did  you  get  any  training  when  you  were  in 
Viet  Nam  besides  strictly  military  training? 

Not  really  no. 

So  how  do  you  spend  your  day?  Do  you  go  to 
St.  Anthony's? 

Sometimes,  not  often.  You  know,  before 
they  had  that  big  advertisement  about  St. 
Anthony's,  line  wasn't  so  bad.  I  don't  wait  in 
line,  I  got  a  disability  card,  but  even  the 
disability  (line)  goes  around  the  corner  now 
so  I  say  the  hell  with  it.  I  can  always  turn 
enough  to  eat,  you  know,  buy  me  something. 

I've  been  getting  wasted  and  if  you  think  I'm 
wasted  now,  wait  till  you  see  me  tomorrow. 
Are  you  seeing  a  lot  more  people  on  the 
streets  now? 

Oh,  hell  yea,  especially  young  ones. 

TWO  YOUNG  MEN. 

Where  did  you  stay  when  you  were  on  the 
streets? 

Man  1:  You  name  it,  anywhere  I  could  lie  my 
head  down,  that's  not  windy,  you  know. 

What  were  you  doing  out  on  the  streets? 

Man  1:  Well,  it  costs  about  $400  now  for  a 
nice  place,  just  any  place  really  for  a  month 

How  long  have  you  been  on  the  streets? 

Man  1:  Been  on  the  streets  for  about  7  years. 
Man  2:  Fuck,  since  I  was  10. 

Did  you  get  hassled  a  lot  when  you  were  10 
or  12  by  older  men? 

Man  2:  Oh  yeah,  it's  an  everyday  thing,  but  I 
know  how  to  deal  with  it. 
Man  1:  I'd  rather  sit  out  in  the  cold  and  get 
frozen  or  frost  bitten  than  play  that  game, 
you  know.  But  everyday  you  have  somebody 
come  up  to  you  and  say,  "Jesus,  you're 
cute"  and  all  that.  "No,  I  ain't  cute."  You 
know.  I'm  22. 

What  do  you  see  yourself  doing  5  years  from 
now? 

Man  1:  Service.  We're  going.  Gonna  be  a 
welder. 

Man  2:  Armed  Service,  in  about  three 
months. 


"BOB" 

How  long  have  you  been  on  the  street? 
This  time  about  11  days. 
Where  were  you  coming  from? 

Portland,  Oregon.  Before,  Portland,  Salt 
Lake  City.  Old  freight  rider.  How  long  have  I 
been  riding  freight?  Oh,  about  9  years.  Are 
more  people  riding  freights?  Yea.  I  think  its 
on  account  of  the  economic  situation  around 
here,  the  economy  and  everything.  It's  a 
very  selected  fraternity,  very  few  folks,  but 
there's  a  lot  more,  yea. 

What  about  on  the  street  here  in  this  town? 
Would  you  say  that  there 's  more  people  on 
the  streets  now  than  a  couple  of  years  ago? 

Oh,  yea  a  hell  of  a  lot  more,  hell  of  a  lot 
more.  It  makes  it  harder  for  people  like  me 
to  get  by. 

MAX 

They  give  you  about  an  8  or  10  day  waiting 
period  on  GA  and  Food  Stamps  won't  give 
you  food  stamps  'cause  you're  waiting  on 
the  GA  thing  and  they  make  up  some  kind  of 
excuse  that  you're  going  on  GA  and  you're 
supposed  to  get  the  whole  ball  of  wax  at  the 
same  time.  This  is  my  wife  and  we're 
sleeping  on  doorways  right  now  'cause  GA 
won't  get  off  their  butt  and  do  something 
about  it,  and  she's  sick,  and  the  churches, 
the  Salvation  Army,  won't  help  you  out  and 
the  midnight  minister  or  the  night  preacher 
or  whatever  you  call  him,  he  told  us  to  go  out 
and  panhandle  the  people  on  the  streets  to 
get  enough  money  to  get  a  room. 

I  herd  sheep  out  of  Wyoming  and  I  decided 
to  come  here  and  give  it  up  and  try  to  find  a 
job  here.  I  tried  to  go  on  a  construction  job 
and  they  said  they're  gonna  call  the  police 
on  me.  This  was  in  Portland. 

This  new  tramp  generation  don't  have 
respect  like  the  old  generation  does,  they 
want  to  think  they're  tough,  they  want  to 
beat  up  on  people,  and  everything  else.  The 
older  tramps,  from  35  on  up  are  about  the 
best  on  the  street.  They  know  what's  going 
on  from  the  Haight  Ashbury  days  and 
they're  really  cool  people,  but  these  younger 
tramps,  they're  21,  22,  23,  they  don't  know 
what's  going  on,  they  don't  even  know  how 
to  act  in  a  camp,  they  steal  from  each  other 
and  everything  else,  they  stab  each  other. 

continued  on  page  9 


October,  1982 


Tenderloin  Times  page  9 


Life  on  the  Streets: 

BESSIE 

Six  months  ago,  I  was  a  bank  teller,  got  laid 
off.  I've  been  putting  in  applications  for  jobs 
and  there  are  no  jobs  anywhere.  We  were 
denied  General  Assistance,  and  so  we're 
living  here  in  the  Drop-In  Center,  my 
husband  and  I.  At  this  point  I  feel  that 
people  don't  really  care  what's  going  on  out 
here,  people  don't  want  hand-outs,  they 
want  a  job,  you  know,  they  want  respecta- 
bility. When  you're  trying  hard,  you  don't 
want  to  accept  charity,  you  know.  A  job  — 
that's  basically  what  everybody  wants  out 
here,  want  somebody  to  care  what's  going 
on. There's  so  many  people  that  are  here  that 
are  unemployed,  look  like  there  could  be 
something  done  to  help  them. 

If  you  everything  on  the  survival  sheet  you 
don't  know  where  to  go.  There  really  should 
be  a  lot  of  places  around  where  people  can 
go.  All  these  vacant  buildings  they  could  fix 
up  into  a  hotel  or  rooming  house  for  people 
on  the  street.  And  people  with  kids,  I  seen 
people  out  here  with  kids,  little  bitty  babies, 
now  this  is  ridiculous.  And  the  elderly  lady, 
last  night  I  met  her,  she's  79  years  old,  she 
just  got  out  of  the  hospital,  and  she  had  had 
a  heart  attack.  Why  is  this  woman  out  here 
on  the  street? 
RICHARD 

I  was  born  here.  I  got  a  bridge  down  the 
street  there  that  I  sleep  under  when  I  can. 

Do  you  have  a  sleeping  bag? 
Naw,  this  is  all  I  got,  what  I  got  on. 

What  do  you  do  all  day  long? 

Well  I  know  people  here  in  the  city,  and 
sometimes  I  go  over  and  talk  with  them,  and 
sometimes  they  help  me  out  a  little  bit.  I've 
tried  to  settle  down,  and,  you  know,  I  just 
can't  get  the  opportunity.  I  have  no  ex- 
perience in  anything  except  working  in  the 
oil  fields  in  Texas.  I  was  injured,  I  hurt  my 
back.  I  didn't  get  any  benefits  out  of  that.  So 
I  came  back  to  San  Francisco.  I  come  here  to 
St.  Anthony's,  or  I  go  up  to  the  blood  bank 
—  they  give  you  a  few  dollars  there,  you 
know,  you  can  only  do  that  twice  a  week.  It's 
a  struggle,  it  really  is,  it's  a  jungle  out  here, 
a  concrete  jungle.  I'll  stay  here  for  a  week 
you  know,  and  then  I'll  start  hitchhiking  and 
go  to  some  other  city  and  stay  at  the  mission  a 
couple  of  days  there.  I  just  go  from  mission 
to  mission.  It's  kinda  rough.  Here  I  am,  as 
young  as  I  am,  and  I  can't  get  a  job.  I'm  23. 
At  this  point  in  time  and  the  way  things  are 
going  ,  I  don't  even  know  if  I'll  be  alive  by 
40. 

MRS.  RAMSEY 

I  am  totally  disabled  and  I  have  three  kids, 
ages  14,  12,  and  9.  And  the  reason  I'm  on 
the  street  right  now  is  because  everywhere 
you  go  the  rent  is  so  high  and  I'd  like  to 
know  how  do  people  think  that  a  person 
woman  can  live  with  three  kids  for  the  rent 
being  so  high  and  especially  when  she's  got 
kids  who  are  going  to  school. 

I  get  AFDC  and  I  don't  get  nothing  but  $77 
every  two  weeks.  My  SSI  is  not  but  $352, 
and  that's  all  I  get.  Now  by  the  time  I  get 
food,  clothes,  and  then  try  to  get  a  decent 
place  for  my  kids  to  live  you  ain't  got,  excuse 
me,  shit.  I'm  gonna  say  it,  and  that's  the 
way  I  feel. 

I  don't  like  to  live  like  this  here.  I  really 
don't.  But  I  look  at  everybody,  sometimes  I 
say,  well,  my  problems  might  not  be  as  bad 
as  the  next  person's  problem  but  some  of 
them  come  to  me,  and  they  talk  about  their 


Interviews 

problems,  and  I  say  to  myself,  "Hey,  they 
problem  is  a  little  badder  than  mine."  Then 
I  kinda  brace  myself  and  try  to  talk  to  'em  as 
much  as  possible.  But  it's  little  that  I  can 
say.  Because  they're  going  through  the 
same  identical  problem  that  I'm  going 
through  with.  So  what  the  hell?  What  is  this 
nation  coming  to?  I  mean  you  can't.  .  .it's 
getting  to  be  ridiculous.  People  standing  in, 
say,  well,  soup  lines.  If  it  wasn't  for  that,  if  it 
wasn't  for  the  dining  room  and  wasn't  for 
this  place,  we'd  be  living  in,  sleeping  in  the 
streets. 

I  don't  know  where  I'd  be,  I'm  gonna  tell 
you,  and  I  really  have  walked  the  streets, 
many  nights  before  I  learned  about  this 
place.  Many  nights,  two  and  three  o'clock 
with  three  kids. 


ANTONIO 


What  do  you  do  during  the  day? 
Walk.  Walk  and  try  to  make  a  little  chump 
change  here  and  there,  you  know. 
Have  you  held  jobs  in  the  past? 
Yeah,  I  got  a  strong  back,  baby.  Ain't 
nothing  wrong  with  my  back.  They  just 
won't  give  me  one.  I  done  been  to  1999 
places  around  here.  They  either  look  at  you 
crazy,  or  they  nod  their  head  and  say,  "naw 
we  ain '  t  got  nothing  for  you . ' ' 
Only  way  we  gonna  survive  together  is  we 
gonna  live  together.  That's  the  only  way  I 
can  see  it.  Don't  look  at  me  cause  I'm  Black 
don't  look  at  my  brother  'cause  he's  Black, 
don't  look  at  him  'cause  he's  Mexican,  or 
what  ever,  why  can't  we  just  sit  and  talk. 
You  know  us  poor  people,  we  get  along 
better  than  rich  people  do.  'Cause  we  all 
communicate  with  each  other.  We  all  com- 
municate and  we  have  our  chores  that  we  do. 
Like  this  thrift  store  —  if  we  want  to  get  a 
shirt  or  something,  we  gotta  sweep  or 
something  for  the  shirt.  Scratch  my  back,  I'll 
scratch  yours. 

These  people  down  here,  you  know  they  got 
money  in  they  pockets,  and  you  say,  "hey 
can  you  spare  any  change?"  1  'Get  your  ass  a 
job,  you  bastard!"  They  cuss  you  out.  That 
start  difficulties  already  'cause  why  would 
you  wanna  get  cussed  out,  you're  already 
depressed,  you're  down.  If  you  ever  noticed 
most  people  walk  through  here  with  they 
head  down.  See  I'm  single,  now  I  go  in  and 
try  and  get  on  G.A.  and  they'll  try  and  send 
me  through  a  lot  of  trial  and  tribulations.  See 
they  just  trying  to  push  us  back,  back,  back. 
It's  just  like  Hoover  days  —  soup  lines, 
giving  out  clothes  —  but  the  only  thing  is 
Reagan  trying  to  get  us  to  fight.  Why  should 
I  fight  for  a  person  who  won't  look  out  for  his 
own  people?  "Reagan,  I  am  not  going  to  the 
war,  regardless  of  what  you  say!"  I'm 
serious.  He  ain't  gave  me  nothing. 


INshort 

continued  from  page  3 

San  Francisco  Information  Clearinghouse, 
nearly  $9  million  of  those  $20  million,  will  be 
spent  by  City  agencies  on  administration 
and  management.  While  the  overall  budget 
is  done  17% ,  it  will  cost  the  City  8%  more  to 
administer  it.  The  Redevelopment  Agency, 
which  blows  most  of  its  money  on  admini- 
stration and  the  rest  on  demolishing  low  cost 
housing  while  subsidizing  luxury  condos  get 
a  whopping  33%  of  the  total  pie.  Here  in  the 
Tenderloin.  $527,000  of  a  total  neighborhood 
grant  of  $734,000  is  slated  for  the  city's 
Bureau  of  Building  Inspection  to  fund 
administrative  costs  of  the  Rehabilitation 
Assistance  Program.  The  Senior  Escort 
Service  and  the  YMCA,  both  city-wide 
agencies  are  the  only  other  groups  funded. 
Not  one  neighborhood-based  organization  in 
the  Tenderloin  is  recommended  for  funding. 
The  Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic,  which  asked 
for  a  measly  $15,000  to  help  fund  its  tenant 
counseling  program  was  not  recommended. 
They  vow  to  keep  on  fighting  and  take  it  to 
the  Board  of  Supervisors.  Other  neighbor- 
hoods did  just  as  poorly  —  non-profit  groups 
in  Chinatown  were  cut  a  whopping  66%,  the 
Mission  was  cut  35%.  The  rich  get  richer 
and  the  poor  get  poorer  . 


TAP,  TAP.  A  group  of  neighborhood 
folks  got  together  late  last  month  in  a  first 
meeting  towards  the  creation  of  a  TAP  —  a 
Tenderloin  Action  Plan.  The  plan  will  try  to 
define  what  neighborhood  people  want  the 
Tenderloin  of  the  future  to  look  like  and 
figure  out  strategies  to  try  to  get  there.  How 
can  the  neighborhood  control  the  course  of 
its  own  development?  A  big  question,  for 
sure  and  the  bigger  the  question,  the  more 
input  from  the  whole  neighborhood  is 
needed.  If  you're  interested  in  working  and 
thinking  on  this  idea  or  want  to  come  to  the 
next  discussion  meeting ,  call  Erik  at  474-2 164 . 

Rallying  Point.  A  demonstration  against 
U.S.  intervention  in  El  Salvador  will  be 
launched  this  month  from  a  Tenderloin  site, 
the  lovely  Federal  Building  on  Golden  Gate. 
The  October  16th  action  will  coincide  with 
demonstrations  throughout  the  country  and 
the  world  —  an  international  day.  At  a  time 
when  American  people  are  sleeping  in  the 
streets  and  getting  cut  off  Social  Security,  it 
makes  sense  to  oppose  more  guns  and 
money  for  a  government  that  butchers  its 
own  people.  The  demonstration  will  begin  at 
the  House  of  the  Feds  at  1 1  AM  and  proceed 
to  Dolores  Park  for  a  2:00  PM  rally.  For  more 
info,  call  the  Coalition  to  End  U.S.  Interven- 
tion in  El  Salvador  at  861-0425. 


The  Citizens  Advisory  Board  for  Mental 
Health  District  #4,  which  includes  the 
Tenderloin,  is  looking  for  members,  espe- 
cially Blacks,  Filipinos,  Indochinese  and 
Italian-speakers.  They  also  need  greater 
representation  from  the  Tenderloin  and 
South  of  Market.  The  CAB  reviews  pro- 
grams, looks  at  district  needs  and  advises 
City  mental  health  administrators  on  the 
running  of  mental  health  programs.  If  you're 
interested,  contact  Ron  Petersen  at  558-4031 
...  If  you're  going  crazy  trying  to  deal  with 
the  Unemployment  Office,  help  is  available. 
The  National  Lawyer's  Guild  has  an  Unem- 
ployment Project  where  people  can  get 
counseling  and  legal  representation  if 
needed.  Call  them  at  647-3140  to  get  help 
over  the  phone  or  to  set  up  a  personal 
appointment. 
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bring  the  issue  more  fully  to  the  public's  — 
and  the  politician's  —  attention  and  to 
explore  and  propose  strategies  for  dealing 
with  the  problem. 

"We  want  to  let  people  know  what  the 
reality  is  that's  taking  place  on  our  streets 
every  night  and  we  want  to  get  together  with 
the  City  and  start  doing  something  about 
it,"  said  Father  Steve  Wise  of  St.  Anthony's, 
the  Chairman  of  the  Network.  "And  we  want 
to  get  things  moving  quickly  because  pretty 
soon,  the  rain  is  going  to  start  falling  and 
that  is  going  to  really  make  things  tough." 

One  point  that  is  made  by  virtually  everyone 
who  comes  into  contact  with  the  issue  is  the 
changing  nature  of  the  street  people  them- 
selves. Increasing  numbers  of  formerly 
employed,  working-class  people  with  no  past 
history  of  being  on  the  street  and  no  past 
history  with  the  welfare  system,  are  finding 
themselves  out  of  work,  out  of  money  and 
out  of  a  home.  The  "new  poor"  is  becoming 

the  new  homeless.  And  they're  not  always 
prepared  to  deal  with  it. 

"A  lot  of  the  people  we're  seeing,"  says 
Salvation  Army's  deRuyter,  "are  unskilled 
laborers,  people  who  bent  their  backs,  who 
always  worked  or  else  who  might  have  had 
short  layoffs  in  the  past  but  were  always  able 
to  score  another  job.  Well  now,  they're  not 
scoring.  Many  of  them  are  totally  una- 
quainted  with  the  welfare  system,  they  don't 
know  how  to  deal  with  it." 

Jerry  Burke,  who  has  been  on  the  street  in 
San  Francisco  for  one  year  says  he  has  seen 
a  "marked  change"  both  in  the  numbers 
and  in  the  kinds  of  people  he  has  seen  on  the 
street  in  the  past  year.  "We're  getting  a 
different  kind  of  person,"  says  Burke. 
"There's  a  lot  more  women  and  a  lot  more 
families." 

One  16  year-old  girl  name  Mary  described 
staying  under  a  bridge  with  her  whole  family 

—  mother,  mother's  boyfriend  and  brothers 

—  after  her  mother  got  cut  off  of  Social 
Security  disability.  "We  had  a  couch.  .  .we 
had  a  little  firepit,  we'd  get  buckets  of  water 
from  the  gas  station.  It  was  like  camping  out 
in  a  regular  campground,"  she  said. 

But  many  homeless,  especially  the  newly 
homeless,  do  not  adjust  so  easily.  "A  lot  of 
people  at  first  just  stay  up  all  night,"  says 
Burke.  "You  ride  the  buses,  you  hang  out  at 
the  bus  station,  or  you  just  walk  around  all 
night.  You're  afraid  about  your  security. 
But  gradually,  you  start  to  make  connections 

—  with  agencies,  with  friends  —  and  you 
start  building  some  structure  in  your  life. 
Everything  has  some  kind  of  structure,  even 
street  life." 

In  addition  to  the  failing  economy,  many 
observers  see  the  declining  resources  that 
service  agencies  can  offer  and  the  intensi- 
fying crisis  in  afforability  of  housing  to  be 
major  factors  in  San  Francisco's  burgeoning 
homeless  population.  Many  of  the  agencies 
dealing  with  these  problems  are  facing 


budget  cuts  at  the  same  time  as  they  receive 
greatly  increasing  demand  for  assistance. 
And  many  street  people  are  there  because, 
while  they  may  have  some  money,  they  do 
not  have  enough  for  San  Francisco's  soaring 
rents. 

Budget  cuts  in  federal,  state  and  local 
welfare  programs  have  contributed  to  the 
problem,  say  many  agency  workers,  causing 
many  people  to  "fall  through  the  cracks" 
left  by  tightened  eligibility  standards  and 
increasingly  bureaucratic  review  processes. 
For  many  welfare  programs,  says  St.  An- 
thony's Steve  Wise,  the  operative  policy  has 
become  "how  can  we  keep  people  off  rather 
than  how  can  we  get  them  on  and  help  them. 
We  need  a  policy  of  inclusion  rather  than 
exclusion." 

Wise  also  noted  that  many  of  the  clients  at 
St.  Anthony's  Drop-in  Center  have  some 
sort  of  income  but  "it's  not  enough  to  pay 
for  rent  as  well  as  food  and  medicince. 
There's  an  awful  lot  of  senior  women  that 
can't  afford  to  live  on  Social  Security." 
Many  street  people  interviewed  by  the 
Times  (see  accompanying  story)  cited  high 
rents  as  the  main  reason  they  were  on  the 
street. 

City  officials  contacted  by  the  Times  indicated 
that  the  issue  of  homelessness  was  not  being 
discussed  or  planned  for  in  any  significant 
way.  '  'The  City  itself  has  not  done  anything' ' 
regarding  street  people,  Zoraina  Harris  of 
the  Mayor's  office  said,  adding  that  while 
there  had  been  no  discussion  of  the  issue, 
she  herself  had  a  "sporadic  gnawing"  that 
there  might  be  a  problem. 

Moss  Kakebe,  the  Assistant  General 
Manager  of  the  Department  of  Social  Services 
said  that  there  had  been  no  planning  on  how 
to  provide  services  to  homeless  and  that 
from  his  position  he  could  not  tell  whether  it 
was  a  growing  problem.  He  said  that  his 
boss,  Department  chief  Edwin  Sarsfield,  had 
begun  talking  about  the  issue  after  a  recent 
TV  documentary.  Kakebe  added  that  he  did 
not  believe  that  people  "have  been  sleeping 
in  doorways  for  six  months." 

Clearly,  however,  increasing  numbers  of 
people  are  sleeping  in  doorways  and  many 
have  been  doing  it  for  more  than  six  months. 
The  Central  City  Shelter  Network  will  be 
working  in  the  coming  months  to  see  that 
people  are  aware  of  this  and  to  try  to  start 
doing  something  about  it.  In  New  York  City, 
which  has  an  estimated  36,000  homeless, 
the  City  only  began  dealing  with  the 
problem  when  they  were  sued  and  beaten  in 
Court.  Network  organizers  hope  that  they  do 
not  have  to  resort  to  that  here.  But  a  higher 
profile  and  a  lobbying  effort  on  City  Hall  are 
on  the  agenda. 

People  who  are  interested  in  working  with 
the  Network,  in  attending  or  helping  put 
together  the  conference,  scheduled  for  Octo- 
ber 23,  can  contact  the  Central  City  Shelter 
Network  by  calling  Father  Steve  Wise  at 
552-3838  or  Barbara  Arms  at  776-2102. 


BE  INFORMED—  SUBSCRIBE 

TO  THE  TENDERLOIN  TIMES 


Tenant  Space = 

Building  Security 

by  Patricia  Budo 

After  numerous  complaints  from  tenants 
about  dangers  they  face  in  their  hotels  and 
apartments,  the  Board  of  Supervisors  has 
passed  an  ordinance,  effective  7/1/82,  which 
requires  owners  of  these  buildings  to  in- 
crease basic  security  measures. 


The  Ordinance  requires  owners  of  hotels  and 
apartments  to  meet  the  following 
requirements: 

•  All  exterior  doors  must  be  tight  fitting,  in 
good  condition,  and  self-closing. 

•  The  main  entry  door  to  the  building  must 
have  a  positive  locking  device.  All  other 
doors  to  the  outside  must  be  continuously 
locked  with  a  latch  bolt  or  deadbolt  which 
can  be  opened  from  the  inside  without  a  key. 

•  Doors  to  individual  rooms  or  apartments 
must  have  a  solid  wood  core  1  3/8  inches 
thick,  or,  if  made  of  glass,  must  be 
reinforced  with  plastic  glazing,  plywood,  or 
safety  glass. 

•  Doors  to  individual  rooms  or  apartments 
must  have  a  viewer  hole  which  allows  the 
occupant  to  see  who  is  at  their  door  without 
opening  it. 

In  addition,  owners  of  apartment  buildings 
must  assure  that  there  is  adequate  lighting 
from  the  entry  of  the  building  to  the  street. 

If  the  landlord  has  not  complied  with  these 
requirements,  the  tenant  should  request  an 
inspection  by  the  Bureau  of  Building  Inspec- 
tion. The  request  can  be  made  in  person  at 
450  McAllister  Street  or  by  calling  558-4505. 
If  upon  inspection  it  is  determined  that  the 
landlord  has  not  complied  with  these  regula- 
tions he  will  be  cited.  If  he  fails  to  meet  the 
requirements  after  being  cited,  condemna- 
tion proceedings  on  the  building  can  be 
initiated. 

Tenants  should  also  be  aware  that  landlords 
can  be  held  legally  responsible  when  a 
tenant  is  injured  in  the  building  by  a 
stranger  who  was  able  to  enter  the  building 
due  to  the  landlord's  failure  to  maintain 
adequate  security.  In  a  recent  case  a  woman 
who  resided  at  120  Ellis  Street  was  awarded 
damages  by  a  court  after  she  was 
raped  in  her  building  by  a  stranger  who  was 
able  to  enter  the  building  because  the 
landlord  failed  to  repair  a  lock  on  the  door. 

Further  information  about  security  require- 
ments can  be  obtained  from  the  Bureau  of 
Building  Inspection,  450  McAllister  Street, 
558-4505,  or  from  the  North  of  Market 
Planning  Coalition,  295  Eddy  St., 474-2164. 


Gary  Michael  Coutin 
Esquire 


Law  Olllce 

260  McAllister  St.,  Suite  205 
San  Francisco,  CA  94102 

(4J5)  863-5845 
•  Free  Consultation 
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Tenderloin  Times  page  11 


Senior  Alert! 


by  Robin  Sedman 

QI  see  so  many  different  "senior 
citizen"  insurance  policies  being 
advertised  on  TV.  I  only  have  Medicare.  Do  I 
need  insurance? 

A Your  need  for  insurance  other  than 
Medicare  A  &  B  will  be  determined 
by  your  medical  history,  current  medical 
problems,  and  your  ability  to  pay  for 
additional  insurance.  What  you  want  from  any 
health  insurance  policy  is  "the  most  benefits 
for  the  least  money." 

All  individual  policies  that  are  labeled 
"Medicare  supplement"  must  provide 
supplemental  benefits  to  both  Part  A  and 
Part  B  of  Medicare.  These  policies  pay  some 
or  all  of  Medicare's  deductibles  and  co-pay- 
ments. Some  policies  also  pay  for  some 
health  services  not  covered  by  Medicare. 
Most  Medicare  supplements  follow  the  same 
guidelines  and  pay  nothing  for  services 
Medicare  finds  unnecessary. 

Other  types  of  health  insurance  coverage 
you  may  want  to  look  into  are  catastrophic  or 
Major  Medical,  and  Health  Maintenance 
Organizations.  Shop  carefully  before  you 
buy.  Health  insurance  counseling  is  offered 
by  the  Gray  Panthers,  552-8800,  and  North 
of  Market  Senior  Services,  885-2274,  by 
appointment  only.  Also,  you  can  get  the 
pamphlet,  "Guide  to  Health  Insurance  for 
People  with  Medicare"  from  your  Social 
Security  office. 

FLU  VACCINATION 

Flu  shots  will  be  available  for  seniors,  55 
years  or  older,  at  the  following  sites  and 
times: 

Tuesday,  October  12,  10  -  11:30  AM,  North 
of  Market  Senior  Center,  333  Turk  Street, 
885-2274  for  information. 

Tuesday.  October  19,  10  -  11:30  AM, 
Congregational  Church,  Post  and  Mason 
Streets,  392-7463. 

Thursday.  October  21,  10  -  11:30  AM, 
Downtown  Senior  Center.  465  O'Farrell 
Street,  771-7950. 

Strongly  recommended  for  persons  who  are 
55  or  older.  A  one  dollar  fee  is  requested. 


"Street  Music"  to 
Benefit  NOMPC 

On  October  15th  the  feature  film  STREET 
MUSIC,  filmed  in  the  Tenderloin,  will  open 
at  the  Castro  Theater,  Castro  and  Market 
Streets.  Proceeds  from  the  sale  of  tickets  for 
the  7:00  PM  show  will  benefit  the  North  of 
Market  Planning  Coalition. 

Street  Music  is  a  comedy/love  story  set 
against  the  backdrop  of  a  Tenderloin  hotel 
eviction  fight  that  features  the  two  stars  of 
the  film  joining  forces  with  a  number  of  real 
life  Tenderloin  residents  who  play  many  of 
the  other  roles  in  the  movie.  The  movie  has 
won  many  awards  in  this  country,  Canada 
and  Europe. 

Tickets  for  the  North  of  Market  Planning 
Coalition  benefit  showing  on  Friday,  Octo- 
ber 15th  (7:00  PM)  are  $5  and  $10.  For 
tickets  call  NOMPC  474-2164. 


by  Pam  Pierce 

Here's  a  lunch  or  light  supper  you  can 
prepare  on  your  hotplate.  First  fresh  hot 
cornbread  without  an  oven.  It's  easy  in  a 
covered  skillet. 

1  8'/2  oz.  package  of  corn  bread  or  corn 
muffin  mix  (milk  and  egg  if  needed  to 
complete  mix) 

Vt  Cup    cheddar  cheese,  diced  into  Vt" 

pieces 

Optional: 

Vt  Cup  chopped  onion  and/or  1  or  2 
chopped  canned  jalepeno  peppers. 

Oil  well  a  8-10"  skillet  that  has  a  lid.  Be  sure 
you  get  some  oil  up  on  the  sides  too.  In  a 
medium  sized  bowl,  mix  the  cornbread 
according  to  the  directions  on  the  box.  Stir  in 
the  cheese  (plus  the  onion  and/or  pepper  if 
desired).  Pour  the  batter  into  the  oiled  skillet 
and  put  the  lid  on.  Cook  over  low  heat  for  20 
minutes.  Test  for  doneness.  It  should  spring 
back  after  a  light  touch  by  a  finger.  The  top 
will  not  brown,  but  the  bottom  will.  Serves 
two  generously. 

Next,  here's  a  soup  that  is  easy  and 
nutritious. 


1  Tablespoon  oil 

Vt  Cup  chopped  onion 

Vt  Cup  chopped  raw  potato,  scrubbed  but 
not  peeled 

1  Cup  chopped  raw  cabbage 

1  12  oz.  can  of  V-8  juice 
3A  Cup  water 

2  Teaspoons  chili  powder 

Put  the  oil  into  a  1-1  Vt  quart  saucepan.  Add 
the  chopped  onion  and  cook  it  over  medium 
heat  for  three  minutes,  stirring  occasionally. 
Add  the  chopped  potato  and  cabbage. 
Continue  cooking  and  stirring  for  five  more 
minutes. 

Pour  the  V-8  juice  over  the  vegetables  and 
add  the  water  and  chili  powder.  Stir  the 
soup.  Bring  it  to  a  boil.  Then  turn  it  to  low 
and  let  it  simmer  for  10  minutes.  Serves  two. 

Budget  Notes: 

If  you  want  to  double  the  cornbread  recipe, 
check  prices  carefully.  While  a  larger 
package  is  usually  the  better  buy,  this  is  not 
always  so.  I  found  SVt  oz.  boxes  of  mix  for  39 
cents  and  15  oz.  boxes  for  $1.05.  Here  two 
smaller  boxes  are  the  better  buy,  providing  17 
oz.  of  mix  for  78  cents. 

Shop  for  fresh  vegetables  and  fruits  at  the 
Heart  of  the  City  Farmer's  Market.  It's  10  -  2 
on  Sundays  at  the  United  Nations  Plaza. 

The  South  of  Market  Co-op  at  200  4th  St. 
(corner  of  Howard)  has  cheddar  and  jack 
cheese  for  $2.21  a  pound  (less  if  you  become 
a  member). 


Tenderloin  Mental  Health  Program  Sued 


continued  from  page  3 

program  is  badly  needed  to  protect  patients 
from  "decompensating,"  to  protect  the 
community  from  the  potential  violence  of  a 
decompensated  patient  and  to  protect  mental 
health  workers  on  visits  to  the  homes  of 
patients  with  violent  histories.  "It's  an  issue 
of  patient  rights  vs.  community  rights,  of 
patient's  rights  vs.  patient  welfare,"  she 
says. 

Gyeri  says  that  the  program  was  begun  to 
deal  with  a  growing  incidence  of  violence 
among  some  mental  health  patients.  While 
most  mental  health  patients  are  "less 
dangerous  than  most  people"  she  says,  "the 
jails  are  now  full  of  people"  with  severe 
psychiatric  problems  and  histories.  "Is  it 
ethical  for  me  to  ignore  a  situation  that  I 
know  is  potentially  harmful  to  a  client  and 


possibly  to  people  in  his  enviroment  when  I 
can  predict  that  without  a  fair  amount  of 
treatment"  problems  will  likely  occur,  she 
asks. 

Patient's  rights  advocate  Schmidt  responds 
that  no  matter  what  the  problems,  "it  is 
inappropriate  for  police  officers  and  psychia- 
tric social  workers  to  put  together  a  program 
that  clearly  violates  the  rights  of  patients. 
Who  can  set  themselves  up  to  be  judges  and 
juries?  In  this  country,  it  has  to  be  a  court  of 
law,  not  a  social  worker  or  a  cop.  " 

Schmidt  contends  that  there  are  legal  ways 
to  run  outreach  programs  and  that  he 
himself  use  to  run  one  in  Minnesota.  This 
one,  he  says,  does  not  pass  the  test. 


art 

questbnaire 


The  art  program  at  Hospitality  House  is  in  the 
process  of  developing  evening  art  workshops 
at  minimal  or  no  cost.  We  would  like  some 
input  from  the  community  so  that  we  can  plan 
these  workshops  according  to  your  interests. 
Please  fill  out  the  following  questionaire  and 
return  it  to:  Hospitality  House  Art  Floor 
146  Leavenworth 

1.  Which  workshops  would  you  be  interested? 

□  Silkscreening  Q  Drawing 

□  Block  printing  Q  Ceramics 

□  Etching  □  Weaving 

□  Painting 

□  Performance  (including  designing  cos- 
tumes and  props 


2.  Which  hours  would  be  best  for  you? 

□  6:00  —  9:00  PM 

□  7:00  —  10:00  PM 

3.  Which  nights  would  be  best  for  you? 

□  Sun.  □  Wed.  □  Sat. 

□  Mon.  □  Thurs. 

□  Tues.  □  Frl. 

4.  Would  you  be  interested  in  weekend 
workshops  during  the  day? 


□  yes 

□  Sat.  or 


□  no 
D  Sun. 


SWITCHBOARDS 


EMERGENCIES 


Police  ~ 

Fire  " 

Ambulance  

Suicide  Prevention  

Psychiatric  Crisis/Outreach  (10-6)  

Women  Against  Rape  

Night  Minister  (10  PM  -  4  AM)  

Glide  Crisis  Center  (M-F,  8-5)  

Comprehensive  Child  Crisis  Center—- 

LEGAL 


 91 1 

 91 1 

 91 1 

—221-1423 
—673-5700 
-647-RAPE 
—986-1464 
—771-4232 
—387-8700 


S.F.  Neighborhood  Legal  Assistance- 
Welfare  Rights  Unit  

Attorney  Referral  

District  Attorney  

Public  Defender    - 

Victim /Witness  Assistance   


Family  Violence  Assistance 
Own  Recognizance  Bail  Project 

People's  Law  School  

Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly 

NLG  Lawyer  Referral  Service  ($15  fee)    647-5297 

MEDICAL 


 433-2535 

 433-2535 

 391-6102 

 553-1752 

 553-1671 

 552-6550 

 552-1926 

 552-2202 

 285-5069 

 861-4444 


S.F.  General  Hospital    821-8200 

Central  Emergency  431-2800 

Saint  Anthony's  Clinic  (M-F,  9  -  11:30)  864-0241 

Haight-Ashbury  Free  Medical  Clinic  -  431-1714 

Women's  Needs  Center  -  221-7371 

Health  Center  #4   -  —  558-3158 

North  of  Market  Senior  Service  Center  885-2274 

Tenderloin  Outpatient  Clinic   673-5700 

Mt  Zion  —  Department  of  Psychiatry  -  567-1711 

Venereal  Disease  Information  -  495-0600 

SENIORS 

Senior  Information  (24  hours)   -   558-5512 

Seniors  Friendship  Line  —  -    752-3778 

Gray  Panthers  -  -  552-8800 

North  of  Market  Multi-purpose  Senior  Services  —885-2274 

Downtown  Senior  Center  771-7950 

Senior  Escort  Outreach  Program   673-8600 

Legal  Assistance  to  the  Elderly  -  -  861-4444 

Salvation  Army  Turk  St.  Center  (senior  lunch)  -928-7078 

Downtown  Senior  Social  Services  (9-4)  -  — 441-8762 

CHILDREN/YOUTH 

Childcare  Switchboard  (hours  vary)   —  282-7858 

Child  &  Youth  Sexual  Abuse  Resources   821-8386 

National  Runaway  Switchboard  -  800-621-4000 

Central  YMCA  Children.  Youth  &  Family  Center —  885-0460 

Tenderloin  Child  Care  (under  5  years) —   776"oali 

Huckleberry  House  for  Runaways    "jSoo 

Tenderloin  Family  Counseling  Project   781-6738 

Vietnamese  Youth  Center-  -   77l"?no 

Hospitality  House  Youth  Services  (M-F  12  -8)   776-2102 

St.  Anthony's  Youth  Drop-In  Center  —552-3838 

Legal  Services  for  Children     863-3762 


Drug  Lines  (all  hours)  

Mental  Health  Info/Referral  (all  hours)-- 

Haight  Switchboard  (hours  vary)  

S.F.  Women's  Switchboard  (hours  vary)- 
Parental  Stress  Talk  Line  (all  hours)- 


 752-3400 

 387-5100 

 621-6211 

 431-1414 

 441-KIDS 

National  Council  on  Alcoholism  563-5400 

Consumer  Action  Information  and  Complaints   665-1544 

United  Way  Information  &  Referral  772-HELP 

HOUSING 

Tenderloin  Housing  Clinic-   776-8151 

Rent  Stabilization  &  Arbitration  Board  621-RENT 

S.F.  Tenants  Union  (M-F.  1-5  &  M-W  7-9  PM)  282-6622 

Housing  Authority  673-5800 

Tenderloin  Neigh.  Development  Corp.  (housing  co-ops)  776-2151 

D.  A.  Consumer  Fraud  Unit  553-1814 

Mayor's  Office  for  Citizens  Assistance  -  -  558-2666 

Council  for  Civic  Unity  (Discrimination)  781-2033 

Human  Rights  Commission  (Discrimination)  -  558-4901 

Bay  Area  Urban  League  Housing  Counseling   431-7530 

Independent  Housing  Services  (housing  for  disabled)  441-6781 

SOCIAL  SERVICES 

Social  Security    -—956-3000 

Food  Stamps  557-5718 

General  Assistance    864-0948 

Medi-Cal  864-0899 

Aid  to  Families  with  Dependent  Children   557-5723 

E.  D.D.  -  Casual  Labor   557-1238 

E.D.D.  -  Service  and  Industrial  Workers  557-2385 

E.D.D.  -  Professional  and  Clerical  Workers   557-3038 

Unemployment  Insurance  -  557-1013 

Catholic  Social  Services  -  -  864-7400 

Hearing  Impaired  Program  (CS  S.)  567-0540* 

Refugee  Resettlement  Program  -  -  557-6325 

Welfare  Assistance  Program  (12-4,  M-F)  776-2102 

Friends  Exchange  for  Mental  &  Physical  Health  863-1 1 30 

Swords  to  Ploughshares  (Veteran  Services)  552-8804 

Independent  Living  Project   751-8765* 

Tenderloin  Food  Club  (Th.  11-1)  771-2786 

Heart  of  the  City  Farmer's  Market  621-0422 

OTHER 

Hospitality  House  -   776-2103 

Streetwork/Drug  Outreach  Program  (under  18)  776-2103 

Saint  Anthony's  Dining  Room  (10-12:30  daily)  552-3838 

Meals  on  Wheels  -    474-4646 

Travelers  Aid  Society   7V't?nn 

M  A. P.  (alcohol  detoxification)-  —  431"7^2 

W  O  M.A.N.  Inc.  (for  battered  women)  -  864-4722 

Women's  Resource  Center  (24  hour)   SioSS 

Center  for  Education  /Iris  Project  ;  397-2023 

18th  Street  Services  (alcohol  help  for  gays)—  -  863-8111 

Welfare  Rights  Organization  -  397-7121 

CityPr.son--  -----  — 

S.F.  Board  of  Supervisors  -  - "^-To  VV.^T,. 

S.F.  Municipal  Railway  673-MUNI 


North  of  Market  Planning  Coalition  

Veterans  Centers   

Economic  Opportunity  Council  

*TTY  System  available  for  communication  with  the  deaf 


  474-2164 

386-6726  &  824-1111 
 771-7100 


A  Co-ed  Co-op  at 
The  Heart  of  the  City 


private  rooms 
downtown  location 
commuter  connections 
2  fine  meals  daily 
weekly  maid  service 
snack  canteen 
2  spacious  lounges 

•smoking  *  non  smoking) 

sun  deck  •  laundry  facilities 
option  to  participate 
In  management  process 
24-hour  desk  service 


accomodations  now  for  single  women 
forsinglemen  [5/20] 
for  parent  with  onechild  [6/ 1  ] 

All  for 
$325-375  per  Month 

or  $100  per  Week 

Civic  center  Residence 

44  McAllister  St.      431 -2870 


PUBLIC  NOTICE 

Election  of  the  North  of  Market 
Citizens'  Advisory  Committee 
[CAC]  members  for  the  Rehabili- 
tation Assistance  Program  [RAP] 
will  be  held  Saturday,  October 
30,  1982,  from  noon  to  8  PM  at 
the  RAP  Site  Office,  259  Hyde 
Street.  Six  (6]  tenant  representa- 
tives and  five  [5]  owner  repre- 
sentatives are  to  be  elected  to  the 
CAC.  Residents  of  the  North  of 
Market  RAP  area  are  eligible  to 
vote. 

Robert  C.  Levy,  Superintendent 
Bureau  of  Bulding  Inspection 


—DR.  ORWITZ  -  DENTIST— | 
NO  APPOINTMENT  NECESSARY 
BRIDGEWORK  -  FILLINGS 

PLATES  MADE  IN  1  DAY 

EXTRACTIONS 
PLATES  BEPA1BED 

WHILE  YOU  WAIT 


SENIOR  CITIZENS: 

ASK  ABOUT  REDUCED  TllS 
SEN! OF -DOT  PROGRAM  PARTICIPANT 
CDA  SPONSORED 


NOTICE   UNION  MEMBERS 

COVERED  UNDER  YOUR  UNION 
DENTAL  PLAN :  SIMPLY  BRINC 
IN  THE  FORMS  FURNISHED 
BY  YOUR  EMPLOYER 


MEDI-CAL  ACCEPTED 


FREE  PARKING 
Mission  at  7th  Lot  Next  to  Post  Office. 
Obtain  Ticket  at  Dr.  Orvitz  Office. 


DR.  S.  D.  ORWITZ 

1033  MARKET  ST. 


Between  6th  &  7th  Sttv 


